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Mark your calendars now for our winter
open meet i  ng:

suNDAY, JAN1JARY 28, 1979

Bederman Audi tor ium - Spertus Col lege

613 S. | t l i  ch i  gan Avenue

I :30 Social  Hour - .  2: .30 Program

-Guest Speaker-

CANTOR ABRAHAI'I LUBIN
THE CANTOR-PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

l^ l ITH HIGHLIGHTS ON CHICAGO CANTORS

Next 0pen Meet ing:  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER l9

Bederman Auditorium - Spertus College

618 S. Mi chigan Avenue

' I  :30 Social  Hour -  2:30 Program

-Guest Spea ker-

SAlli LESNER
,ALAVEI HALAVAH'

IiY I]EIIIORIES OF THE YIDDISH TI]EATRE
IN CfICAGC

.  SAM LESNER is known to

'  Chicagoland fans pr imari  ly
ffi as the av,,ard-wi nni ng movi e
f f i .  and night l i fe cr i t ic  of

-39 
the late Chicago Daily News.

ffi]pftft'. l-ie was with the paper 49
ru/tm years and 11 nonths, from
W.ff i  APt" i1 '  1928'  unt i l  the

paper 's . fo ld ing . in March,
1978, just  one fronth short  of  h is golder,

,6- )

,

Cantor Abraham
Lubi n was born in
London ,  Engl  and in. l937. 

As a chi  I  d
his parents brought
him to Palest ine,
the bi  r thpl  ace of
his ent i re fami ly.
He is an israel i  of
the f i f th genera -
t ion.

In Israel  Cantor Lubin rece. ived his
ear iy Jewish and secular educat ion and
already in his young format ive years,  he
had shown a ta lent and love for-  s inging.
As a chj ld of  e ight he sang solo wi ih -
the renovrned Rivl  in Choir  in Jerusalem.

In l95l  Cantor Lubjn returned to Eng-
land wjth his parents where he cont inu6d
his educat i  on at  the Etz Cha im yeshivah
in London. He entered the Jews Col lege
Cantor ia l  School  and graduated to rec6ive

(cont.  on p.  5,  col  .  1)

.  i tnn i )ersary wi th the paper.
What isn ' t  wel l  known, however,  is  that

ear ly in his journal ism career Lesner was
the..YIDDISH THEATRE CRITIC,.of  the Dai IV
News, and therefore comes to our forum
ful iy equipped to speak about the Yiddish
Theatre in Ch i  caqo.

Sam Lesner joined the staff 0f the News
as a l ibrary assistant whi le studying piano
and voice (" for  grand opera,  no less!")  at
the Chicago anci  American Conservator jes of
l lusic.  As he recal ls,  "A f r iend viho had
a fr iend on the Dai ly News staf f  spoke up
for me because I needed money to pay for
vojce and piano I  essons. "

{cont.  on p.5,  col  .  2)
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tjl'lllttJE, ailNJ VERIARY. IIARKED
BY OLD CHICAGO FAI']ILY

by Charl  es B. Bernstejn

Li  ke most grandmothers,  Soc iety
founding member JEANETTT S. FREILER is
proud of  her grandchi ldren and great-
grandchi ld.  However,  in Mrs.  Frei ler 's
case, they indeed have a unique dist inc-
t ion-- they are s ixth and seventh genera-
t ion Chicagoans.

Mrs.  Frei ler ,  a fourth generat ion
Chicagoan, is the daughter of  the late
Mr.  and Mrs.  Ernst  Stein.  l ' l rs.  Stein,
the former El la Barbe, was a nat ive Chi-
cagoan who died in 1975 at  the age of  98'
Her parents were Mr.  and Mrs.  Mart in
Barbe. Mr.  Barbe's ban mitzvah in Janu-
ar.y, l85l ,  was the second such ceremony
to occur in Chicago, His wi fe,  the for-
mer Lizzie Theresa Speigel  ,  was born in
0hio,  but  set t led in Chicago with her
mother af ter  her father wds ki l  led in
act ion in the Civ i l  t /ar .  She was among
Chicago Jewry's leading social  service
workers of het '  t ime.

Lizzie 's father,  Col  .  l4arcus M.
Spiegel  ,  lvas k i l led . in batt le on the Red
River in Louis iana. ,He was a brother of
Joseph Spiegel  ,  whose ear ' iy  Chicago fur-
ni ture store evolved into the Spiegel
nai  l  -order f i  rm.

In 
. l853, 

Col .  Spiegel  marr ied
Carol ine Frances Hamlin, .  of  Lymanvi l le,
0hio.  He then brought her to Chicago,
where on August 2l  ,  

' I853, 125 years ago'
she was converted to Judaism, The cere-
mony was the f i rst  of  i ts  k ind ever held
in Chicago. At that  t ime, Chicago lacked
the three rabbis necessary to compose the
tradi t ional  col legjum requjred to wi tness
a conversion, so a learned layman, Samuel
Straus, and a rabbi  imported from Cleve-
land, Is idor Kal jsh,  jo ined Rev. Ignatz
Kunreuther,  the unordained shohet and
reader of  KAl4 Temple,  in of f ic iat ing at
the cerernony. Carol . ine was given the tradi-
t ional  name of Hannah, daughter of  Abraham
the Patr iarch.

Mrs.  Fre' i  ler  has donated a fascinat ing
col lect jon of  fami ly memorabi l ia to the
CHICAGO JEl, \ j ISH ARCHIVES. The col  lect ion
' includes a booklet  of  memoirs wr i t ten by
Mrs. Ma.rt jn Barbe, daguerrotypes of mem-
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SOCIETY RUNS BUS TOUR FOR tvlONACEP

DR. iRVING CUTLER ICd A hJStOTiC
Jewish Chicago bus tour on Sunday a.fter-
noon, rJctober l5 for l t lONACEP--the 0ak-
ton Community Col lege Adul t  and Cont inu-
ing Educat ion Program. The tour was
open to the publ ic.  About 35 enthusias-
t ic persons, ranging in age from the
20's to the 60's,  at tended.

Dr.  Cut ler ,  a resident of  |^ l i lmette,
is chairman of the Department of Geogra-
phy at  Chicago State Universi ty and a
member of the Board of the Chicago Jerv-
jsh Hi  stor i  cal  Society.

The tour began and ended at  Ni les
North High School  in Skokie.  Included
were the histor ic Jewish comriuni t ies of
the downtown area, f , laxwe'l  I  Street, Lawn-
dale and parts 0f  the northwest and
north s ides, There were several  stops,
i  ncl  udi  nq St.  Basi l 's ,Greek 0rthodox
Church which was formerly the 0have Anshe.
Sholom Shul (Mariampolei  Shul)  on the
l ,Jest  Side. As usual  when Dr.  Cut ler
takes a tour to see th. is former land-
mark shul, refneshments were served to
the iour jsts by members and staf f  of
the church.

Another s loD was ai  the cemeterY in
Ni les that  had once been def i led by the
Nazis and which the JDL cleaned up and
re-dedicated just  a few weeks pr ior  to
the vis i t  by the tour qroup.

The group also got of f  the bus for a
vis i t  to the Tels ' /eshiva in Albany Park.

The Society conducts i ts 'ot,^jn bus tours
in the spr ing and sumnrer,  but  th is is the
f i rst  tour i t  has run for another organ-
izat ion at  t ,heir  request.  I f  you know
of other groups that would l ike to have
us conduct a histor ic Jewish Chicago
bus tour for  them, cal l  our of f jce wi th
your request:  663-5634.

bers of
by Co1 .
and the
awarded
Govennor

the fami ly,  let ters wr i t ten
Spiegei  whi le on act ive duty,
comm i ss i  on of Bri  gade lvla j  or
to Colonel  Spiegel  by 0hio
Salmon F. Chase in ' i859.



SHALOM,

The past few months have brought many
new members to our Society and I  would I ike
to take this opportuni ty to welcome them
al l .  Also,  to wish both old and new members
L'  shana Tovah.

Our volunteer staf f  has been sending
membership cards to al I  current members,  as
wel l  as dues not ices to those who have not
yet renewed their  membership for  1978. But,
we are volunteers - we are busy - and we
belong to the fastest  growing Jewish Histor-
ical  Society in the country.  I f  you have
not been proper ly bi I led for  your dues re-
newal ,  or have not yet received an acknow-
ledgement of  your new membership please be
pat ient .  l , le ant ic ipate more help in our
of f ice for  th is coming season and hope to
increase our ef f ic iency wi th their  part ic i -
pat ion.  For more ef f ic ient  hand' l  ing of  our
organizat ion we now have a 9 to 5 dai ly an-
swering service.  Please leave your messages
fon our off icers or committee chairmen with
her and your ca1 1 wi l l  be returned as soon
as possible.  The number for  our of f ice as
wel I  as for  our answering service is:
663-5634.

Our act iv i t ies cont inue -  cor ni t tees met
dur ing the summer months and are now persu-
ing many of  the projects in i t iated then. l^ le
' invi te you to jo in in.  Our Society,  as I
stated above, is made up of  volunteers.  Your
talents are needed to make this a cont in-
uing, exci t ing and useful  organizat jon.  [ , ,1e
have purposely avoided any fund-rais ing,
and rely solely on contr ibut ions and dues
payments for  our operat ing expenses, For
this reason we emphasize the importance of
each member 's contr ibut ion of  t ime and
know-how, as well  dues payment,

EXHIBIT C0I4MITTEE NE[iS: Spertus Col lege
has invi ted us to add to our exhibi t  of
Chicago Jewish history in the cases on the
second f loor of  the Spertus bui ld ing,  We
welcone your help and suggest ions for th is
exh i  b i  t ,

TV -  The Chicago Board of  Rabbis has
asked us to prepare some mater ia l  for  v iew-
inq on their  TV proqrams. Does this interest
and intr ique you? Flease cal l  and volunteer
your assi i tanie in th js excj t ing new project .

0RAL HISTORY - chairperson MOStLLE MIi lTZ
of the commit tee needs more transcr ibers to
type the permanent records of the tapes for
our Archives.  Oral  h i  stor ies are beinq taken
by many members of our Society and we ire
anxious to make them avai lable to students of
Chicago Jewish history.  To do this the tapes
must be transcr jbed by a typist  using one of
our t ranscr ib ing machines. Intervjewers are
also needed, and EDWARD MAZUR has been con-
duct ing t ra in ing sessions to teach people
the techniques of  good oral  h istory taking.
I f  you would l ike to learn more about th i i
and get involved in a veryexci t ing aspect of
recording our history,  p lease cal1 our of f ice
and leave a message for Mosel le.

ARCHIVES C0MMITTEE chairperson, ELSIE
oRLINSKY, wi th the assistance of  RICHARD
MARCUS, is also seeking mater ia ls of  impor-
tance for the Ch' icago Jewjsh Archives,  The
commit tee is involved in the col lect ion,
preservat ion and recording of  the acquis i t jons.
A cal l  to the of f ice to volunteer ei ther vour
services or your archival  mater ia ls wi l l  

-be
gra tefu l1y appreci  ated.

0FFICE MANAGER, v ice president RUTH BRANDZEL,
has just  returned from an extended vacat ion and' is managing our of f ice (on the 7th f loor of  the
Spertus bui  ld lng).  Ruth is always there on
Wednesday mornings and hand1es many detai ls of
our onganizat ion including the growing demands
of outr  Speakers Service,  This service was
inj t jated to pr"ovide organizat ions wi th speakers
or s l ide presentat ions of  Chicago Jewish history.
Ruth can also use volunteer help and would
welcome your cal  l  .

As your president i  take great pr ide in
br inging you al l  of  the above news, and am
also pleased that much of  the remainder of
th is issue of  S0CIETY NEWS has been devoted to
the biographies of  some important Chicago people,
an histor ic reunion, as wel  I  as other informat ion.
Hope that you f ind i t  a l l  interest inq, . .

S0CIETY NEl, lS -3-
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I'IAZEL TOV
I'iOSELLE Ii]NTZ - NORI1Al,l SCHI(ARTZ

Two of the most v is ib le,  most act ive,
and most enthusiast ic founding members
of the Society have announced the. i r
for thcomi ng marr iage. 0n Sunday,
Novernber 26, 1978 they w.i11 become
Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz. l , , le are del ighted
and wi sh them a hearty I \ ,1AZEL T0V, a
1ong, happy and product ive l  i fe together,
and hope that bhei l involvement ' in the
Jewish community in general and t.he
Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society in
part icular wi i l  br ing added ful f i l l rnent
to their  I  i  ves.

CJHS I IEETS |^ j ]TH REPRESENTATIVE OF AJHS

0n Fr iday af ternoon, 0cbober 20, a
meet ing r^/as held in our of f ice hetween
sonre of our board members and Saul
Viener of  the American Jewish l - l isbor ical
Society.  The purpose of  the meet ing
was to begin a dialogue between the
1oca1 organizat ion and the Arrer ican
Jewish Histor ical  Society and to com-
pare the work and background of the
Chicago iewish Histor ical  Society wi th
the Srutneln Jeur ish Histor ical  Society.

I '4ernbers oi the board of the CJHS who
at lendecl  ar"e CHARLES BERNSTEIN, SHAINA
COHN, ADELE HAST, RACHEL HEIMOVICS,
RICHAI.iD MARCLJS, ED MAZUR, ELSIE ORLINSKY,
N0RI1AN SCHI^IARI'Z AND SID SORKIN.

Saul  Viener gave a short  presentat i0n
of the history ar id work of  the Anrer-
ican Jer,"r ' ish His lor ical  Society.  The
membership and fundra. is ing concerns of
the AJHS were indicated as wel l  as
the increasing concern of  the AJHS for
I  ocal  Jewish Histor ical  Societ ies
throughout the country.  Saul  ment ioned
the nervly establ  jshed Cornmjt tee on
Local  Jewjsh l l  js tor  j r :a l  Societ ies,  under
the chairmanship of  David Brener,  as
wel l  as the meet ing , . ,^rhi  ch Saul  chaired
last  Spr ing wi th representat ives f rom
I ocal  societ ies.

Also discussed was the possibi l  i ty  of' loca1 programming under the jo int
auspices of  the AJHS and the CJHS.
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ADLER PLANETARIUI'] I\IEETING
I1AKES H I STORY

Sunday af ternoon, September 24, 1978
has been recorded in the annals of  the
Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society as
another memorable occasion. 0ur meet inq
at the Adler PlaneLar ium made history
for Chicago and for Chicago Jewry.
For the f i rst  t ime an orqanizat ion was
pernr i t ted to hold a meet ing in the
Planelar ium, and for the f i rst  t ime a
special  t r ibute to The Adler and Rosenwald
farni I  ies was the topic of  an open
meet ing to which the community carne jn
large number.  0n ly the confusion caused
by t l re Mayor Daley Marathon and i ts
ensuing traf f ic  problerns mdrred the
beaut i fu I  and exci t ing day.

Char les B. Bernstein,  our chairman of
the day, jnvj ted most outstanding
speakers to give us insights into l lene-
factors of  Chicago. Robert  S.  Adler,
Ralph F Colton, and Joan l ' , /e i l  Sal tzstein
presented us wi th a fascinat ing and
beaut i fu l  h jstory of  these turo famous
Chicago Jewish fani  I  ies,  and we are
grateful  t0 then and to Chuck Bernstein
for a very special  af ternoon,

Our apologies to the nany nlembers and
guests who were inconvenienced by the
traf f ic  problems. We are t ru ly sorry.
But having crossed the barr iers of  the
0uter Dr ive,  the stalwarts were al l  very
wel l  rewarded for their  ef for ts.

We look forward to future meet ings
to provide simi la l insights jnto 0ther
outstanding Chicago Jewish fanr i l  ies,
and inv' i  t .e the suggestions of clur mem-
bership.

CON DOL EN CES

To the fami ly of  Sarah Spertus,
( l l rs.  f lerman Spertus )  .  Flrs.  Spertus
was the mother of  Phi l ip Spertus and
s i  ster of  Rose l -evin.

Sqcj!- iY l \ lEl^ls - Pirbl ished r-ry the Chicago
J;wi-s.h- Hlstol ' i  ca 1 Soci ety, 6l B S. Michigrn
Ave.,  Chicago, 60605, Tel  .  663-5634

Edi for :  :  ROBERTA BERNSTEIN
President:  MURIEL ROBIN
CJIIS Logo: ROSEANN CHASMAN
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(Cantor Lubin,  cont.  f rom p. 1,  coi r)

the diploma df  Hazzan. .  He. pursued his
secular musica' l  studies at  the London
Col leqe of  l lusic where he received
the diploma A,L.C.M. (Associate of
the London Col lege of  Music) .  At
th is col  lege he won a s i lver meda1 of
meri t  for  excel lence. Cantor Lubin
is also a graduate of  the Col lege
Conservatory of  Music of  the Universi ty
of  Cincinnat i ,  where he obtained a
Bachelor of  Music degree. At DePaul
Universi ty he received his l ' laster of
l , lusic degree (wi th dist jnct ion).

Dur ing his per iod of  t ra in jng,
Cantor"  Lubin sang in ma'ny leading
synagogues and concert ized in London
and throughout England and Scot land.
At th i r teen he was invi ted to con-
duct the Services at  leading synagogues
in the area. At f i f teen, Cantor Lubin
sang his f i rst  High Holyday Service.
At seventeen he was engaged as Hazzan
at Lhe Jubi lee St.  Zionist  Synagogue
in London. Al  n ineteen, Abraham
Lubin accepted the posi t ion tnade
avai lable throuoh the ret i rement of
his teacher and-mentor,  at  the famed
Bayswater Synagogue jn London. He
was inducted into of f ice by the then
Ch ief  Rabbi  ,  Dr.  israel  Brodie.
Cantor Lubin was acclaimed by the
presi  at  the t ime as the voLtnqest
Hazzan ever to hold such a Post in
the history of  the Br j t ish Uni  ted
Synagogue.

Cantor Lubin arr ived 'cr i  these shores
in ' l958, and soon af ter  h is arr ival  he
was engaged by the Beth Abraham
Synagogue in Daylon, ()hio where he
served with great dist inct ion for  ten
yr.ars,

In 0ctober,  
. |968, 

Cantor Lubin
accepted the cal l  of the famed Con-
grcgat ion Rodfei  Ze, iek in Chicago,
I11inois,  and assumed the post as i ts
Lazzan .

He has appearcd in nrany concerL
recibals and at  numerous nat ional
organi  zat  ional  bancuets throughout
Chicago and the Midrrrest  area.

Cantor Lubin 's repertoire is a vast
one. l le i l  versed in Hazzanut,  Hebrew,
Israel i ,  and Yiddish songs, he also js
at  home in the operat ic,  orator io,

(cont.  on p.6)
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I \em Iocnor .^n+ fv.nm n 1 rnl  , \
r  !v, .  L/

In the summer of  ]932 he was handed
hjs f j rst  wr i t ing assignment:  reviewing
band concerts in the Dai ly News Plaza for
the Nat ional  Contest  for  Symphony Bands
for the 1933 Century of  Progress Fair .
His successful  reviews led to aooointments
as assistant music cr i t ic  and assistant
dnama cr i t ic  throughout the th i r t ies.  I t
was in th is lat ter  capaci ty that  he was
asked to cover product ions of  the Yiddish
Theatre which at  that  t ime was f lour ishing
in Chicago and other )arge Jewish metropo-
I  i tan centers.  Such luminar ies as l ' laur ice
Schwartz could not be ignored by the paper,
no matter what their  language, and Lesner, '
t . tho was f luent in Yiddish and had grown uir
in the environment of  the Yiddish Theatre,
was the perfect  man for the job.

Though the Yjddjsh Theatre soon began
i ts demise, Lesner 's career as cr i t ic  was
now fu11y launched and r is ing rapidly.

In l94l  he was made ful l - t ime entertain-
ment features writer and soon progressed
to night c lub edi tor ,  whi  le cont inuing as
assistant to radio,  drama and music cni t ics
simultaneousiy.  He cont inued to wr i te
about night l i fe unt i l  the paper 's demise.

As night c lub edi tor ,  he is credi ted
with helping to "djscover" Danny Thomas,
who was then working in a smal l  Chicago
night c lub,  the 5. l00 Club.

In 1944, Lesner entered the army "and
was classi f ied as a medic,  s ince the Army
had no immediate need for a night c lub cr i -
t ic ,  as the c lassi fy ing of f icer informed
me. I  served in France and Belgium unt i l
Aug.ust ,  1945 and helped to bui ld the l30th
General  Hospi ta l  in a Belgian cow pasture.
I  learned al l  the new psychiatr ic and medi-
cal treatments for combat-exhausted and
batt je-shocked soldibrs and as a resul t ,
became something of  an 'author i ty '  among

' the local  cr i t ics wi th the rash of  post-
war 'psychiatr ic '  f i lms.

This war-earned expert ise equal ly
qual i f ied him for the movje cr i t ic 's job
whjch was handed to Lesner upon hjs return
from the servjce in 

. l945, 
and for the next

26 years,  he reigned as the dean of  movie
cr i t jcs in Chicago, whi le st i l l 'seminq
as night I i fe ed' i tor .  So outstanding was
his cr i t jc ism that he was saluted by the
Varjety Club of  I l l  inois jn l963 with a
star-studded luncheon and a test imonial

(cont.  on p.  6)
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(Lubin,  cort .  f ron Page 5,  cul

Lieder,  and i ta l i .n repertoire.  Cantor
Lubin has appeared jn operat ic scenes
at the LJniversi ty of  Cjncinnat i  operat ic
p rod uct i  ons .

Cantor Lubin is a member of  the
Execut ' ive Counc.i  I  o.F the Cantors
Assembly of Amert 'ca and js a member of
the Edi ior ia l  Board of  the Journal  of
Svnaqoque Musjc publ  ished by the Cantors
niseftUiv. He i  s the recent rec ipi ent
of  the Cantors Assembly 's coveted 25th
Anniversary YUVAL AWARD "in recog-
ni t ion of  h is dist inguished career in
Hazzanut."  At  the 28th Nat ional  Con-
vent ion of  the Cantors Assembly held
in New York ( l4ay,  1975) Cantor Lubin
received a special  c i tat ion f rom that
body. In \977 he was desiqnated an
Honorary Fel low of  the Cantpr 's Insl i tute
of the JewisJr Theological  Seminary of
Ameri ca .

Cantor Lubin serves on the boards
of the fo l lowing educat ional  inst i tut ions:
The Solomon Schechter Day Schools '
Ak' iba-Schechter Jewish Day School  .

Cantor Lubin is I is ted in the Who's
l , lho in Re1 ig ion, Notable Americans
and the Dict ionary of  internat ional
Biography. He is the author of  a
new adaptat ion of  the c lassic prayen
Eleh Ezherah in the new edi t ion of  the
t{ lgI"FioTyfay Prayer Book ptrbl ished by
the Rabbi n icaI  AssemblY.

(Reun i  on ,  cont.  f rom P.7)

Stories of haPPy memories - and of
chi ldhood troubles -  f i l led the room'
Eddie Ginsburg recal led the Pesach
Seder as a special  event -  "an out-
standing meal . "  l^J i th so nlany part ic ipants,
v js i tors as wel I  as al I  the chi ldren'
innovations were made in the customary
service.  Instead of  dr inking four
qlasses of  wine, the chi ldren sipped
iour t imes from one g1ass. Two
afikoinens were hidden, one for the boys'
the other for  the gir ls.  The reading of
"Echad Mi Yodeah",  " l , , lho knows one?",
became a fun-f i l led communal event as
two ch i  I  dren stood and read , " l ' ,Jho knows
tr^ro ? " ,  three chimed "l ' , lho knows three? "
unt i  I  th i r teen l  augh inq youngsters
compl eted the reci ta l  .

As socj  a l  th i  nki  ng changed about
the best upbr inging for homeless chj ldren'
fevrer were sent to the home. In the
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(Lesner,  cont.  f rom p.5,  col  .  2)

pl  aque that read: "  For h is unendi  ng
and cont inual  ef for ts in behal f  of  the
entertainment industry.  "  In 

. l966 
he

received the coveted Directors Gui ld
of  America Cr i t ic 's Award for his
"outstandi  ng contr ibut ion to mot ion
picture cr i t ic ism." He is the only
Chicago cr i t ic  ever to receive th is
awar0.

He also was on the scene to cover
the bir th of  the te levis ion as an
ehtertainment medium. From 1948 thru
1955 he senved as TV edi tor .  Lesner
recal ls that  f lat  that  t ime there were
only about 400 sets in Chicago,
most ly in saloons, and I  had to qo to
a saloon to see the TV programs i
covered,

In addi t ion to his journal ist ic
career,  he has maintained a I i fe- long
second career in music educat ion.  As
speciai  is t  in baroque music for  the
recorder, he has been an Instructor
in Music Theory and Teacher of  the
Recorder at the Central YMCA Adult
Educat i  on Program since ' i947.

His f r iends know him also as an
accompl i  shed gardener.

Count less Chicagoans have known him
over the years by s ight and sound as
wel l  as thru the pr int  medium, for  he is
a wel l  known radio and TV personal i ty
in his own r ight  through his own shows
as wel l  as f requent guest appearances.
He is also wel l  known in the Jewish
Community as a frequent .speaker to
Synagogues and Jewish groups.

late 1930s and the 
. l940s 

the courts
tr ied to place chi ldren in foster homes.
0ther chi ldren, despi te broken homeso
found care wi th their  own fatni l  ies.
In 1946 the home closed i ts doors.

For the chi ldren there in the last
years,  the warm spir i t  of  camarader ie
r,Ja s not as strong as before. But for
those who grer{ up in the home in
ear l jer ,  harder t imes, u/hen there
was no other place for then to go, the
Chicago Home for Jewish Orphans was
fami ly,  f r jends, and the oniy home
they knew. "There was such a warm
spir i t  of  f raternal  feei ing among the
people here that the home to them was
l ike having brother-s ister."  That
warm feel  ing drew these "brothers and
sisters" together in reunion hal f  a
l i fet i rne later.
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CHICAGO HONE FOR JEI^IISH ORPHANS HOLDS UNiOUE REUNION
by ADELE

"0ur t ies here are stronger than in a blood fami1y."  SID SAMPS0N explained
the embraces of  long-separated brethren and the joyful  shouts of  recogni t ion that
f i l led the room. This was a reunion of  a special  fami ly,  the former "home kids"
of  the Chicago Home for Jewish 0rphans, held in Chicago September ?-3,  1978, th i r ty-
two years af ter  the home had closed. ROY KL0WDEN of Chicago or ig inal  ly  p lanned a
smal l  reunion of  the local  a lumni of  the home. When RACHEL HEIM0VICS of the CJHS,
who assisted with pub' l  ic i ty,  p laced an announcement of  the reunion in Jewish pub-
I  i  cat i  ons throughoui  the country,  responses mushroomed ,  "  I  'm comi ng !  "  0n Saturday ,
September 2,  about seventy-f ive out-of- towners gathered at  65. l7 N. Cal i fornia for
the f j rst  day of  reunion. A banquet the next day, at  the Max Dolnick Community Cen-
ter,  6122 N. Cal  i fornia Avenue, brought together three hundned peop. le--"home kids"
and their  spouses-- f rom t .he Chicago area and some twenty states.  In an emot ion-
f i l led weekend, the joyful  part ic ipants reminisced, shar ing their  memories wi th
ADELE l ' lAST, M0SELLE MIl lTZ, and NORMAN SCHWARTZ of the CJHS 0ral History Cornmittee.

l '1ost  of  the chi ldren at  the home were not t ru ly orphans, but thejr  fami l ies
could no longer care for  them. Their  parents were general ly i rnmigrants who found
that the hardships of  l i fe made i t  impossible to provide for their  chi ldren: a
mother uido' i red at  twenty-nine with f ive youngsters;  a father infected with tuber-
culosis;  a divorce that lef t  chi ldren homeless;  a stepmother jn conf l  ic t  wi th her
husband's sons. The chi ldren came to the home after exper iencing emot ional  turnoi I
and unhappincss,  and found, despi te the inst i tut ional  nature of  the place, a stable
environrnenL and a new fami ly.

MORi{IS ABRAMS of St.  Loujs explained: "For someone who came from a broken
horne, i t  rvas unbel ievable.  You could make buddies.  There were about seventy-f ive
boys, and each one picked a buddy."  SID SAMPS0N told of  the special  f r jendships that
developed: given a Reforn Jewjsh educat ion,  each youngster had strongest t ies wi th
those in his conf i rmat ion c lass.

Several  guests,  who stayed at  RUSTY G0LDI ' |AN's home, were each handed a nickel
on arr ival--"your weekly Saturday al lowance,"  Saturday was even more special :  i t
meant having ice crean desserts,  savor. ing veal  chops, and going to the movies in
the af ternoorr-- the Tivol i ,  the l ' lary land, and the Drexel  Theatres.  Surnrners brought
outdoor event.s,  p icnjcsin l^Jashington Park and "automobj le days" in August when the
board of  d i rectors iook the chi ldren on an out ing to Lincoln Pank. Throughout the
summer,  they went bo Camp l , looster in Round Lake, I l l inois,  in groups of  th i r ty boys
and gir ls.

What drew together people who had not seen each other for  three decades or' longer? l" lhat impelled them to travel from the corners of the country to their
chi ldhood ci ty? Alurnni  explained their  powerful  emot ional  t ies.  One woman re-
membered her exper iences in going from one foster home to.  another.  " I  hated
everyone. They didn' t  care about me and my sister."  ldhen she f inal ly came to the
Chicago Home for Jetr ish 0rphans, i t  gave her f reedom. " I  was fed, taken care of ,
had moments of  del ight .  For a t roubled chi ld who had suffered trauma, the home
was a safe p1ace."  Another part jc ipant jo ined in wi th het '  story.  For her immi-
grant parents,  l i fe in Chicago was short  and bi t ter .  Her mother had djed when the
chj ld was only s ' ix ,  and her father fo l lowed in death a few years iater.  l ler  s ix-
teen year old s ister,  lef t  wi th the responsibl i l t ies of  running a household,  was
unable to keep the chj  ldren together,  and the home became thejr  haven.
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STATEI'I INI OF PURPOSI OF THE CHICAG() JEI. i ISH HISTORICAL SOCIiTY
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. r^  .^1 ta.1- rrreqFrve and exhibi t  memorabi l ia and mater ia ls of  every

kind pertaining to the sett lement,  h istory and l i fe of  Jews and the

Jewish community of  metropol i tan Chicago, I l l inois;  and to conduct

eclucat ion progr lms, encourage study and research, and disseminate

informat io-n p6rtaining to the sett lement,  h istory and l i fe of  Jews and

the Jewish comnunity of  metropol i tan Chicago, I l l inois.

Members h i  p I nforma t i on

l ' lembership in the CJIIS is open to al l .
The dues categor ies are the fo l lowing:
$ 5.00 Students & Senior Ci t izens

' l0.00 Contr i  but i  nq Membership
25.00 Sustaj  n i  nq Membershjp
50.00 Patron f lembershi  p

100.00 & up--Sponsor i  nQ Membership
25.00 Minimum contr ibut ion for  synagogue

and orqani  zat i  on membership

To become a member,  or to jncrease your
membership contr ibut ion,  send your check to
CJHS Treasurer,  Char les B. Bernstein,  5457
S. Hyde Park Blvd. ,  Chicago 60615.
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