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Presidentrs Message

HOW l^lE CAN ACHIEVE
OUR ORGANIZATION'S GOALS

A new presidency--and a new year.  A t i rne
to ref lect  upon where \re have been and where
we are going. A t ime to look f reshly at  the
goals of  the chicago Jewish Histor ical  Soci-
ety.

In th is f i rst  "Presidentrs r , lessage" I
would l ike to review our stated purpose--and
to l is t  what I  bel ieve are basic requirements
for cont inuing to fu l f i l l  that  purpose.

Our Basic Purpose

The of f ic ia l  purpose of  our Society is

" to co11ect,  preserve and exhibi t  mernorabi l ia
and mater ia ls of  every k ind pertaining to the
sett lement,  h istory and l i fe of  Jews and the
Jewish community of  metropol i tan Chicago; and
to conduct educat ional  programs, encourage
study and research, and disseminate informa-
t ion pertaining t .o the sett lenent,  h istory
and l i fe of  Jews and the Jewish conununi ty of
metropol  i tan Chicago. r l

For near ly s ix years,  our Society has
worked hard to implement each part  of  our
mulE i - faceLed purpose. Archives,  oral  h is-
tor ies,  exhibi ts,  lectures,  panels,  round-
table discussions, tours,  publ icat ions.  AI1
of these we have done; but what !, 'e have done
is s imply a beginning.

What We Can Do

In order to cont inue to work to fu l f i l l
our purpose, T propose Ehe fol lowing:

I  We must broaden our membership base by
encouraging everyone who part ic ipates in our
programs, who at tends our meet ings and goes

on our bus tours to become members of the
Society.  I  a lso ask each member to br ing in
one new mernber this year. Our membership
dues is one of  the few bargains around: $10 a
year for  indiv iduals and fami l ies;  $5 for
students and seniors.

O We must ut i l ize the ta lents of  as many
members as possible by strengthening the role
of volunteers on our var ious conmit tees-- to
gather Chicago Jewish archives,  to tape and
transcr ibe oral  h istor ies,  Eo create and lead
bus tours.  People who have t i rne and interest
in working on our programs, memberships,  and
even in our of f ice should cal l .

President Rachel HeinPvics

a we must learn more about indiv iduals and

organizat ions engaged in projects related to
Chicago Jewish history.  We want to kno\t
about organizat ion anniversar ies and reun-
ions, histor ies being wri t ten of  congrega-
t ions and organizat ions,  local  fani ly and
genealogical  research, academic studies and
docforal  theses. We want to know about every-
one in our corrnunity who is an expert in any
aspect of  Chicago Jewish history.  hho is
doing oral  h istor ies or wr i t ing art ic les or
books on these subjects?

o we are ready to welcome anyone who would
l ike to establ ish a "sate1l i te"  project  under
the auspices of  our Society.

In other words,  we must have more people,
more ideas, and most important,  more energy
to carry out current and new projects.

Rachel Heirnov i c s

socexa
ne(L)s

Society News is publ ished by the CHICAGO
JEWISH HISToRICAI,  SoCIETY ar 618 Sourh
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Edi tor ia l  inquir ies should be directed to
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CJHS GETS NEhl OUARTERS AS
ORGANIZATIONS RELOCATE TO SPERTUS

14rcnnl  Flnrr lsrerru Senves
ns 0rr lcr  SecnernRy roR Socret

The sevenEh Floor of  the Spertus Col  lega
of Judaica bui ld ing has become an important
nerve cenLer of  local  Jewish l i fe as a number
oF imporCant comnunal organizat  ions have
joined the CJHS in locat ing i ts of f ices
there.  Tn the process the Society ot f ices
were moved across the hal l  to Room 702 in the
bui ld ing at  618 South Michigan Avenue.

Among our new neighbors on the seventh
f loor are Chicago Board of  Rabbis,  the
regional  of f ice of  the uni ted Synaeoeue and

the of f ice of  Camp Ramah and the local  of f ice

of the Brandeis Universi ty Nat ional  l , Iornenrs
Connnit tee.  Also new in the bui ld ing is the

Board of  Jewish Educat ion,  which occupies the

tenth f  1oor,

YichaL F inke 1s te in on Duty

Yichat Finkelstein,  the Societyrs f i rst
permanent employee, wi l l  be in the of f ice on
a par!- t ime basis.  Phone messages are taken
by an answering service when the of f ice is

closed. A graduate of  the I 'n iversiLy ot

I l l inois wi th a mascers degree Erom George
Washington Universi ty,  Ms. Finkelstein has
speciaI ized training and exper ience in museurn
work,  and thus ski l1s especial ly useful  in
manv { jJ t ls  aclLVltres.

Besides doing museum and histor ical  proj-
ects in the Washington, D.C. area, she has
worked €or the Chicago Jewish Archives and
the Jane Addams-Hu11 House Museum, has taught
histor ical  workshops for the Chicago Board of
Educat ion,  and has done Jewish genealogical
work in the area.

Pt'sr-9--Ig!sl!$!el-cs-q
Ys. qinkel  stein is currenLlv handl ing

CJHS menbership records,  mai l ings,  and other
of f ice procedures.  We are for tunate to have
her.

The Society te lephone number remains
unchanged: 663-5634,
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SUI|II4ER TOTJRS PROVE
SUCCESSFUL; I{ORE PLANNED

The Society is st i l l  get t ins "good
vibrat ions,"  as the young people say,  about
the three tours i t  sponsored dur ing the past
surruner.  Members and fr iends who went on the
tours are passing the word that the tours
were not only interest ing and informat ive but
that they ,aere fu lL oF pleasure and nostalgia
as we1l.

"we shal l  of  course be of fer ing tours of
locai  Jpwish interesr aBain next sunrner,"
said Leah Axelrod, longt i rne tour chairman.

"Our members look forward to them.r '  And now
is not too ear ly to send Ms. Axelrod sugges-
t .  ions for  tours and guides Ior next year.
She can be reached aL 2100 Linden in Highland
Park (60035) or by phone aL 432-7003.

Tours th is year,  one each in June, Ju1y,
and August,  incLuded a tour of  Jewish roots
in the west and northwest s ides,  an excursion
to oak Woods Cemetery and the Oriental  Inst i -
t , r ip on thp sonth s ide. and a v is i t  to the
Orthodox Jewish inst i tut ions.  Travel  was by
air-condi t ioned buses with pick-up points
arranged for members'  convenience. Costs are

iJHS membe rs .tusL d Lcw

4nr ich your undersLanding of  Jewish
Chicago by planning to at tend some or al l  of
next summer's Society tours AND get in touch
with Ms. Axelrod i f  you have any suggesLions
to make.

I4OITAN FINIJS ,LOST" GRAVE ()F
trREAT GRANDFATHER ON CJHS TOUR

Among those on the July 25 CJHS tour
which vis i ted oak woods Cemetery was Bel le
Holman of  Skokie.  Mrs.  Holman in her ef for ts
to record her fami ly roots had been searching
for the grave of  her greaL grandfather,  the
f i rsL mernber of  her Family to die in America
near ly one hundred years ago.

She kner,r  h im by his Hebrew f i rst  name,
Shlomo, but the loca1 records of f ice had no
l ist ing,  and the books on ear ly Jer+ish graves
at Oak l^/oods Cemetery have been lost .  I {hen
at Oak tr{oods with CJHS, however,  the tour
. l ;  

- -^r-^-  
ahar lac Rorncr-oin Fn"n;  Fnr har

the grave of  Jul ius Bisno who had died at
that  t i rne--almost one hundred years ago. Mr.
Bernstein was also able to read the i {ebrew,
which referred to Bisno's other name,

"Sh1ono,"  and thus the mystery was solved.



AI1ERICAN JEl^lISH HISTORICAL SOCiETY NATIONAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
HOLDS I'IEET]NG IN CHICAGO HONORS CJHS FOIjNDER SCH|,IARTZ

0rrrc ln ls ro Spenr nr
Tnner Anen SyruReoeurs

The American Jewish Histor ical  Society
wi l l  hold a meet ing of  i ts  execut ive counci l
in Chicago on Fr iday,  October 22. This is
the f i rst  t ime since 1969 that AJHS wi l l  con-
duct of f ic ia l  business in th is c i ty.  The
execut ive counci l  is  composed of  more than 80
persons represent ing a1l  areas of  the I ln i ted
States.  Founded in 1892, AJHS is the oldest
ethnic histor ical  society in the nat ion.

Fealured appearances through the weekend
wi l l  mark the occasion of  the meet ing.  The
publ ic is invi ted to these special  appear-
ances .

Speakers at  Var ious Locat ions

On Fr iday evening, October 22, Ruth Fein,
AJHS president,  wi l l  speak at  the 8:15 p. t l .

re l ig ious services of  KAM-Isaiah lsrael ,  1100
E. Hyde Park R1vd.

Rabbi Abram Vossen Goodnan, author and
former AJHS president,  wi l l  speak at  11 A.M.
Sunday, October 24, aL Chicago Sinai  Congrega-
t ion,  5330 South Shore Dr.  His sub- jecr is r rA

Spot l ight  on Some Forgotten History.r '

Dr.  Stephen J.  Whit f ie ldr  Associate profes-
sor of  American Studies,  Brandeis IJniversi ty,
wi l l  rnake t \ ro appearances: Saturday morning,
October 23, at  North Suburban Synagogue Beth
El,  I175 Sher idan Rd,,  Highland Parki  and
3 P.M. Sunday, October 24, at  the opening
meet ing of  the Chicago Jewish Histor ical
Society,  at  the Park Synagogue, 16th f1oor,
Radisson Chicago, 505 N. Michigan Ave.

Chicagoans Serve on Execut ive Counci l

Chicago area members of  the AJHS
execut ive counci l  are:  Robert  L.  Adler,
Char les R, Feldstein,  Rachel  B.  Heimovics,
Phi l ip M. Klutznick,  Norrnan Korf f ,  Rosemary
Krensky, Els ie Sang and Morr is Sob1e.

AJHS i  s headquartered in ' , '7al tham,
Massachusetts,  in a bui ld ing that includes a
nuseum, l  ibrary and archive.

For informat ion about rnembership in or
programs of  the American Jewish Histor ical
Society,  cal l  Rachel  Heimovics ,  831.-2548.

Mosel le Aison Schwartz,  a founder of  CJHS and
an actLVe leader in the organizat ion ever
since, has been awarded the Dist inguished
Service Award by her alrna mater,  Nat ional
Col lege of  Educat ion.  The award, presented
at the Spr ing Corm-nencement in June, was given
for her outstandin€l  contr ibut ions to inner
c i ty educat ion in Chicago.

Moselle Aison Schwartz

Honored for

a f i  rs r-oradc tpechcr aL the I lumas Pubj  ic
School  for  n ineteen years,  Ms. Schwartz,  in
addi t ion to being an outstanding teacher,  has
ca i  ned Frm,.  for  hcr se I  F1 ess cont r ihut  ions to
rhc nhvsi  ca |  .  soci  a I  .  end eoot.  ional  wel  l -
hpino nf  har <i 'donre

The mother of  two physic ian sons, Ys.
Schwartz is rnarr ied to Norman Schwartz,  a lso
a founder and current t reasurer of  the
Soc iety.

CongraLulat ions,  YoseLle,  for  Lhe f ine
work both at  f lumas School  and for the Soci-
eLy. Your recogni t  ion by Nat ional  Col lege
ref lects glory upon CJHS as wel1.

I .J.S

TYPEWRITER FUND BENEFITS FROI4
I1EI4BER' S CONTRIBUTION

The Chicago Je\ ' r ish Histor ical  Societv

wishes co acknowledge a s izable contr ibut ion
from Beulah Bamberg toward the purchase of  an

e tectr ic tvpewri ter  for  Lhe Soc ietv of f ice.

Mrs.  Bamberg, a longt ime member '  has rnade a

substant ia l  cash donat ion in addi t ion to an

o1d electr ic type\^tr i ter  which can serve as a

trade- in.
Vore contr ibut ions are needed, however,

to cover the cost of  th is necessary i tem of

equipment.  I f  you can help,  cal l  our Dres-
ident,  Rachel  Eeimovics,  at  83I-2548. Gain
an addi t ional  deduct ion for  your 1982 income

tax and help to preserve Jewish history in

Chicago,



CHICAGO l^lOI4AN,S AID I,IARKS ONE
OF PHILANTHROPIC., CULTURAL AND

JewtsH WoMeru's Gnoup Srnnreo ro
Ass t  sr l \1t  crnel RersE Pnrr Erurs

One cold November day in 1882 a group of
young Jewish women me! in K.A.M. Temple.

'They sensed there were needs to be met beyond
the conf ines of  their  dai ly l ives and formed
themselves into the Young l ,adies Aid Society.
An i runediate and apparent need was to t ry to
make l i fe more comtortable for  pat ients at
the then new and nearby Michael  Reese Hos-
pi ta l .  And so was born a valuable service
organizat ion known today as Chicago Womanrs
AId.

Next month Chicago Womanrs Aid wi l l  be
rnarking one hundred years of  unfal ter ing
support  to the local  Jewish corununi ty and
Chicago in general .

Organizat ion Expands ,  Becones Citywide

From a handful  of  young women meet ing in
south-side congregat ions ,  the organizat ion
has grown into an organizat ion of  about one
thousand women of  a l l  ages meet ing in their
Michigan Avenue headquarters.  From there
they conduct a broad program of cu1tural ,
educat ional ,  and social  act iv i t ies as wel l  as
a wide spectrum of phi lanthropic endeavors
both Jewish and non-d enom inat ional  in scope.

Woman's Aid has not aggressively adver-
t ised i ts many contr ibut ions or courted
ment ion in local  "gossip" columns but has
been content Eo do i ts good work quiet ly,
serene in the knowledge that v i r tue is i ts
own reward, However,  Society News takes this
opportuni ty to cormnend the group publ ic ly and
to cal l  at tent ion to just  a few of  i ts act iv-
i t ies dur ing the past century.

Broadens Scope of  Ph i  l  anthropies

In the ear l iest  years pat ient  needs at
Michael  Reese were paramounc, wi th f lowers,
magazines, and hospi ta l  equipment being
provided; but wi th in the f i rst  ten years
contr ibut ions to the broader local  Jewish
corununi ty began, especial ly to the inrnigrants
pour ing into the c i ty before the turn of  the
century.  Ear ly recipients included the Jew-
ish Training School ,  the Industr ia l  School ,
lhe Maxwel l  Street Sett lement,  the Home for
the Jewish Fr iendless,  and the Chicago Hebrevt
Inst i lute.  In the decades that fo l lowed

HUNDRED YEARS
IDUCATIONAL ENDEAVORS

l i teral1y dozens of  Jew ish
t ions have benef i ted f rom W
of thern on an ongoing basis

0982
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Adds Cu 1t  ura 1 Educat ional  Act  iv i t  ies

Tn the ear ly years of  th is century the
group assumed i ts present name, broadened i ts
or ig inal  purposes to include the foster ing of
art ,  music,  l i terature,  and educat ion as wel l
as i ts or ig inal  phi lanthropic aim, and moved
do\a'ntown from the south s ide. Wornan's Aid as
we now know i t  had essent ia l ly  been formed by
t925.

As i t  cont inued i ts expanding contr ibu-
t ions to Jewish phi l  anthropy, i t  a lso gave

assistance to programs for schoolchi ldren,
scholarsh ips for  deserving students,  b i r th

control  (as ear ly as 1922),  ar t  sho\r  pt lzes,
senior c i t izens, help for  the handicapped,
aid to members of  the armed forces, and--
coming almost fu l l  c i rc le to one of  Woman's
Aidrs ear l ies t  act iv i t ies--assistance for
recent Soviet  inrnigrants.  l , Iomanrs Aid has
also been a member and supporter of  the
Chicago Jewish nistor ical  Society s ince iEs
inc ept ion .

Looking Ahead $r i th Conf idence

Aid members enjoy a fu l l  calendar of
twice-weekly act iv i t ies of  an educat ional  and
cul tural  nature.  These frequent ly feature as
speakers persons prominen! in cornrnuni ty and
nat ional  af fa i rs as wel l  as educators and
rel is ious leaders.

A celebrat ion is scheduled for November 9
under the direct ion of  the centennial  chair-
man, Yrs.  Herbe r t  Portes.

Mrs.  Jul ius sagi ,  centennial  year pres-

ident,  predicts thaf  the group's achievements
of the f i rst  century,  prodigious though they
have been, wi lL be exceeded by those of  the
cenfury to come.

0882
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SOCIETY ACOUIRES RECORJ]S AS HISTORIC
CONGREGATION CLOSES ITS DOORS

At the end of  July,  ConerePat ion R'nai

David Shaare Zedek,2626 I^I .  Foster Ave.,
c losed i ts synagogue doors tor  the last  t ime.

Our society was on hand a few days before to

save archival  records of  th is histor ic con-
gregat ion.  Amon€i the papers and PhotograPhs
saved were some dat ing back to the bui ld ing

of the I lumboLdt Boulevard Temple,  ear l ier

home for Brnai  l - tavid,  dedicated in 192I.
According to The Chicago Jewish Commu-

ni ty Blue Fook ( lg l7:  The sent inol ,  chicapo),

"Congregat ion B'nai  David Ohave Zedek was
formed in 1885 b; '  consol idat ing !wo Hungarian
chevras,  Chevra Osah Chesed ve'Ernes and

Chevra Sheveth Achim., , .4. f ter  consol idat ion,
services were heLd in the Shober Inov;  Bel l ]

Street shul  unl  i l  SFptcm\er 1q03, 'vhon a. . '

Temple at  1228- j2 N. CLaremont Ave. was ded-

icated. "

Thp congrpgal-  ion was known as thp Hum-
boldt  Boulevard Temple,  1914 1l .  Humboldt
Blvd. ,  unt iL 1959 when ib merged with the
Rudlong Conservat ive Synagogue and occupied a
new svnagogue bui ld ing on Foster Avenue.

I t  I977, the remnant of  another histor ic
congregat ion jo ined B'nai  l tavid Budlong Con-
se rvat  ive Congregat ion on Foster.

Logan Square Shaare Zedek, located since
the ear lv 1920s at  i I25 w. r 'u l ler ton Ave.,
was founded ear l ier  in bhe century as the
f i rst  Jewish congregat ion in the community of
Logan Square. Tn l9 i  7 th" i r  \eaut iF,r I  syn-
asoq,re bui Id i rg,  a landmark on rul lpr tJn,  was
sold and thpn demol ishpd-

The Years on Foster Avenue

Cantor I {oses Rontal ,  who served as spir-
icual  leader of  B'nai  David and, Later,  of
Brnai  David Shaare Zedek and carne to the
Humboldt  Boulevard TempLe in I948, recent ly
wrote,  "When thp Budlong conservat ive Syn-
agogue rnerged with the Humboldt  Boulevard
Temolp in 1950, I  was part  ^F this m.rp,er.
1r ihrr  I  imc iho q\ /nr0rro ' ,p h" i  l rJ ino L, .e n^f

even t in ished, and I  do renember the f i rst
Fr iday Night Service when we st i l l  had bo
walL over thp wirec. , , .  f t  is  not  easv Lo c.6

"In January,  1915, B'nai

t ion,  1218 l^Iood Street,  was
Ohave Zedek, and the. ,  .  name
Ohavp ZpdPk was I  adort  ^d . r r

l l  av id congrega-
incorporated wi th

Iof  R'  nai  navid

T
I|1 iij

Humboldt B oufevard
r |dm hl  6 q-h^+ .  hr

(har* l  r r  lafnro T* alnca' l

Photos by
Phi l ip Weinstein
I-a.wrence-Pbi lip Studi os



CLASS REUNIONS AND ANNIVERSARIES
OF INTEREST TO CJHS |4EPIBERS

Several  reunions and anniversary celebra-
t ions of  interest  to 1oca1 Jewish people are
planned for the near future.  Society News
thought that  the fo l lowing would be of
interes t  to our members.

Tuley High School  c lasses of  1943-45 wi l l
have a reunion on October 30 at  the Ramada
lnn in Highwood. For reservat ions cal l
PhylLis Schaffner Shi f r in at  529-0083 or
David Crai th (eveninss) at  67 4-8531 .

DePaul l ln iversi ty Praetor ians,  a Jewish
social  group, wi l l  have a reunion for members
of the c lasses from 1938-1968 on october 30
at the Hyatt  Regency O'Hare, For informa-
t ion and reservat ions cal l  Ron Orlean at
67 5-3267 .

Von steuben Hish School  c lass of  1947
wi l l  have a 35th anniversary reunion on
November 13 at  the North Shore Hi l ton Hote1.
For reservat ions cal l  I r is  Arenberg Wolf  at
432-2495. Classmate informat ion should be
given to Fran Trackman at  835-1703.

Marshal l  High School  c lass of  1933 is
planning a 50th anniversary reunion, CIass
members or those wit l . r  inforrnat ion on members
should contact  Rose Rosenbaum Fisher aL 3216
t, l .  Victor ia Street,  Chicago 60645.

A Roosevel t  Hish School  a lumni newslet ter
Hunboldt B oufevard Tenple
Exterior tliew in I) J2

the doors now closing on our beloved Syn-
agogue, and i t  is  not  easy to have to say
good-by to f r iends you were close to for  so
many years .  "

News of  the c losing of  th is congregat ion
came to the Society 's at tent ion vTi th in \ , reeks
of the f inal  date.  Fortunately we L'ere able
to secure and protect  for  future generat ions

records of  the many contr ibut ions rnade by
B'nai  David Shaare Zedek through the years to
the Chicago Jewish conununi ty.

Adding to the Archives

Members of  CJHS are urged to not i fy the

Soc iety whenever s igni f icant anniversar ies
or,  a1as, dissolut ions of  conrnunal  organlza-
t ions occur so that we might acquire for  our
archives valuabLe records of  Jewish l i fe in
Chicago. Ca11 Els ie or l insky at  643-9666.

***-F-''"*

has been in i t  iated by

^. i  
ne i . r1 T^ ho . in

67 5-517 4.

A.L. K1ein,
the rnai  l  ing l is t  cal l

Chicago kloman's Aid is celehrat ing i ts
100th anniversary th is fa l1.  Interested
indiv iduals may cal l  Henr iet ta Gross at
784-5388, See another page for more informa-
t ion about th is unusual  orsanizat ion.

The Ruth Lodge for Cr ippled Chi ldren wi l l
be celebrat ing i ts 60th anniversary on
October 23. Informat ion may be obtained from
Hannah Zwang aL 427-5861 .

Society News plans to l is t  regular ly
r"nnl6i!-l id-i inive r s ary ce1ebrations of
Jewish interest .  Send informat ion to T)r .

I rwin Suloway, Edi tor ,  at  3500 Lake Shore
Drive (60657) or cal l  348-2800,



CHICAGO AREA'S FIRST RECONSTRUCTIONIST COIiGREGATION
Iv|ARKS COtv|PLETIOI{ OF EIGHTEEN EVOLVING YEARS

How Ansne ENrr Sruoy Gnoup
Becntle Rt EvRnsroru Synneoeur

Chicago's f i rst  congregat ion represent ing
lhe Reconstruct ionist  branch of  Judaism has
recent ly completed eighteen years as a formal
congregat ion,  Al though i ts roots go back
almost th i r ty years,  the Jewish Reconstruc-
t ionist  Congregat ion,  2525 Hartrey in Evan-
ston, rr2s organized in 1964.

A relat ively unknorn'n congregat ion rep-
resent ing a relat ively unknown branch of  the
rel ig ion,  the Jewish Reconstruc t  ion is t  syn-
agogue has a history both interest ing and
enl ightening. (For an admit tedly inadequate
sulmary of  what Reconstruct ionist  Judaisrn is,
see the separate art ic le accompanying this
s to ry.  )

Students of  Mordecai  Kap L an

The nucleus of  the present-day congrega-
t ion was part  of  a study group 1ed by Rabbi
Tra Eisenstein of  Anshe Emet Congregat ion
r l r r r ino tha .pr ind la55-5Q Thic o.^"n cr , , . l -

ied the phi losophy expressed by Rabbi
Mordecai  Kaplan, who then represented the
l iberal  wing of  Conservat ive Judaism. In the
years that  fo l lowed, Rabbi  Kaplanrs phi los-
ophy was formal ized into a separate branch of
our rel ig ion,  and the nucleus developed,
almost reluctant ly at  t imes, into the formal
congregat ion i t  now is.

The reason for th is reluctance is the
emphasis placed upon having clusters of  fam-
i ly groups, rather than a congregat ion,  pro-

vide worship and educat ion,  which the ear ly
study group fostered and which cont inued for
several  years before any congregat ion was
forrned. These groups--ggf.I9! in Hebre\'--
cont inue to be an important.  part  of  the
congregat ion'  s act  iv i t  ies ,

C."g.egat i r"  Cre"t

Iarhen the Jewish Reconstruct ionist  Con-
gregat ion,  or  JRC as iE is known, was formed
in 1964 under the presidency of  Max M. Gross-
man, i t  was so fami ly-or iented and farni ly-run
that there was no intent ion of  having a rabbi
and certainly not a fu l1- t ime rabbi .  lnstead,

rel ig ious services and educat ional  programs
were planned and conducted by groups of  rnem-
bers of  the consregat ion.

At the f i rst  High Holy Dav services study
sessions rather than sermons were the high-
l ights.  By the end of  1965, a school  was
begun, a bar mitzvah celebrated, a players
group forrned and a wornan president elected.
About th i r ty farni l ies were involved, and
act iv i t ies centered in var ious locat ions in
I , t r i1mette.

Many Founders Leave

By 1968 the JRC was reduced to twelve fam-
i l ies as many Ief t  looking for a more torma[-
lzed structure,  a more tradi t ional ly organ-
ized school  or  the services of  a fu l l - t ime
rabbi .  These twelve themselves undertook to
restructure the congregat ion and the school ,
engage a part- t ime rabbi ,  and to at t ract
Iarger menbership.  A const i  tuLion Lras
adopted and a rabbi  was employed in 1979 when
the group rnoved to Iarger quarters in the
Chute School  in Evanston. At that  t ime there
were some s ixty members,

TInf^r f ' ,nrrel  w di f faronna. 
^f  ^^ in i^n

among the member sh ip-- always an activist and
highly rnot ivated group-- led to non-renewal of
the rabbirs contract  and the loss both of
permanent rabbinic af f i l iat ion and of  many
mernbers.  For those who remained, the seeds
of today's JRC were being planted.

Enphasis upon Lay Par

With ernphasis upon 1ay part ic ipat ion and
themat ic services,  sEabi l i ly  and growth
marked the next tew years as v is i t ing interns
from the new Reconstruct ionist  Rabbinical
Col lege in Phi ladelphia served the group for
per iods of  t ime. The second intern,  Arnold
RachLis,  is  spir i tual  leader of  JRC today.

Lay operat ion of  the congregat ion con-
t inued to be the rule.  Shabbat services
included musical  programs, mult i rnedia pre-
sentat ions,  and si t -dornm discussion groups.
The amount of  Hebrer,r  l i turgy used var ied f rom
service to service as di f ferent groups devel-
oped them. Hol idays were celebrated with
drama and modern -dance. Volunteer work was
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the modus operandi .
ln 1972, wi th membership up to 76 fam-

i1ies,  Rabbi  Rachl is,  st i11 a rabbinical
studenl  ,  was chosen to conduct qigh Ho1)r Day
services,  and the tradi t ion of  an annual
Kal1ah was begun. Social  act ion programs,
always important to the group, were expanded.
The fol lowing year,  a l though the congregat ion
became further formal ized by jo in ing a syn-
agogue counci l  and the Board of  Jewish Educa-
t ion,  i t  was decided to stabi l ize growth
(then about 85 fani l ies) to prevent imper-
sonal izat ion and not to hire a rabbi .

I jecis ion to Ernploy a Rabbi

These dec is ions were not nr i t ten in
stone, however,  and with school  populat ion
and membership on the wane again,  by 1975
concerns grew about the v iabi l i ty  of  an
essent ia l1y a1l-vol  unteer oreanizat  ion.
After of ten heated discussions last ing many
months,  i t  was decided to of fer  the posi t ion
of ner l - r imp rahhi  ro soon-to-be ordained
Arnold Rachl  is  .

This represented an important turning
point  in the history of  a congregat ion which,
af ter  years of  teaching and learning from one
another,  was novr reaching for professional
Ieadership.  To insure the part ic iDatory
nature of  the JRC, the rabbi 's contract
uniquely required that lay members lead hal f
the Shabbat services.  The comnitment to th is
phi losophy st i l l  exists.

Rabbi  is Now Ful l -T ime

AT RECONSTRUCTIONIST JUDAISl4

In l r977 thp rabbirs posi t ion becarne tu11-
t ime, and growth made necessary the c losing
of the school  to new chi ldren. The fol lowing
year membership had reached 160 fami l ies.  In
1980 the congregat ion moved to i ts present
home in Evanston, r^ 'h ich i t  shares r^r i th Cov-
enant Uni ted Methodist  Church.

Today, wi th over 200 member fami l ies and
I75 chi ldren in i ts school  ,  the Jewish Recon-
struct ionist  Congregat ion cont inues along i ts
dist inct ive way with i ts unusual  degree of  lay
part ic ipat  ion and involvement.  The Chicago
Jewish corrnuni tv is the r icher for  i t .

Two years ago in the Sent inel ,  Rabbi
Arnold Rachl is explained the bel iefs of
Reconstruct  ionist  Judaism. The fol lowing
excerpts f rom that art ic le are presented in
an inadequate ef for t  to provide our readers
with a l imi ted understandins of  th is branch
of Juda ism.

Reconstruct ionism has been cons idered
controversial  at  t imes because of  the rel i -
g ious humanism i t  espouses. At the same t ime

Dr,  Char les Liebman, an Orthodox Jew and
sociologist ,  descr ibes Recons truct  ionism as
representat ive of  the actual  beLiefs of  mos!

American Jews.

Def in ing God

Reconstruct ionists bel ieve that God is a

terrn that  \de use to descr ibe those things
within us that  make us loving and car ing peo-
ple.  God is that  power wi th in us that  we per-

ceive through reason, exper ience and intui t ion

-- that  urges us loward seLf- fu l f i l lment and
ethical  behavior.

hthi le many i radi t ions are preserved on a

congregat ional  leve1 (Shabbat,  kashrut ,  wear-

ing of  k ipot ,  etc.) ,  no rabbi ,  teacher,  or

text  can or should conrnand a part icular r i t -

ual  behavior or theological  posi t ion for  any

indiv idual .  Rather,  each person is act ively

urged to study the l radi l ion and then to

select  those mitzvot that  are personal ly and

spir i tual ly meaningful ,

What is important is that  each Jew

acquires a mature and sophist icated leve1 of

knowledge of  Judaism so that his/her choices

wi l l  be informed and educated.

I , Ihat  is  essent ia l  is  not how observant
one is at  a given point  in l i fe,  bul  how
those dec i  s ions were made.

Addi t ional  informat ion is avai lable in
the form of a Free pamphlet ,  "The Recon-
struct ionisf  l lovement:  Theory and Pract ice,"
distr ibuted by the Jewish Reconstruct ionist
Foundat ion aL 432 Park Avenue South,  Nev) York
r00r6.
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LOOKING BACK AT FIVE YEARS OF
JE}{ISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRO6RAiVIS

Having completed i ts f i rst  f ive years,
the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society can
look back at  more than twenty-f ive publ ic
prograrns which focused on var ious aspects of
loca1 Jewish history past and present,

The Drograrns,  at tended bv thousands, were
the foundat ion upon which interest  and member-
ship in the society were bui I t .  And al l  of
them were developed under the leadership of
Char les B. Bernstein,  a founder of  the
organizat ion and i ts f i rst  program chairman.
The Society owes him a publ ic vote of  thanks,
and this retrospect ive sumrnary is an ef forc
to pay that debt.

l , lany Outstanding Guest Spe akers

Unfortunately space wi l l  not  perrni t  the
pr int ing of  the names of  the alrnost €i f ty
program part ic ipants,  but  they have included
many persons prominent in local  re l ig ious,
h ' rs iness.  nol i r ical .  crr l tural  and sociaL I i f .
as wel l  as scholars and wri ters,  To ment ion
a few would be unfair  to the others.

As the l is t  of  program t iL les indicates,
their  appeaL has been wide, and we expect
that future programs wi l l  be s imi lar lv at t rac-
Fiwo r^ n ' ' r  momharchin

t97 7
Creat ing a New Jewish Histor ical  Society
Treasure Hunt ing for Chicago Jewish

Ar ch i  ves
How to Research Your Genealogy
The Genesis of  Chicago Jewry
Jewish workers in Chicago

1978

RECENT SOVIET II4IlIGRANTS
PUBLISH DUAL-LANGUAGE NEI/iSPAPER

Just as ear l ier  Jewish inrnigrants to the
l l .S.  started several  neirspapers,  usual ly in
Yiddish or German, the current wave of  i rmni-
grants f rom the Soviet  Union has resul ted in
a local  ne\^rspaper,  Neighbor,  publ ished both
in Russian and Rngl i "h-e. l  iT ions.

Edi ted by Bor is Vinokur,  the newspaper is
publ ished from off ice space provided by the
Bernard Horwich Jewish Conrnuni ty Center.  The
Russian language edi t ion appears twice rnonthly
and the Engl ish edi t ion is a monthly.  Sub-
scr ipt ion informat ion is avai labLe at  761-9 100,
Ext ens ion 52 .

t f t r i1e basical ly secular in content,

Neighbor does concain news of  Israel  and toP-

ics of  part icular ly Jewish interest .

1980
-v. t .o Historv PresentaLions: A PotPourrr

of  Ch icago Jewrv

A View of  Chicago's East EuroPean Je\^ ' ish

ConununitY in 1900

) ' !eet  the Societv 's Arr t  hor s

The PoLi t ics of  Jewish Chicago: Issues

and Personal  i t  ies

Frorn Mariampole to Chicago: 100 Years of

Vere ins

19 81

Who Stole the Organ from l-eibman
shul? A sl ide History of  The

M"tro Hi" toty Fair  Presentat ions Includ-

ing A Synagogue Thac la lor- ld Not Die

Ghost Town: The Engler"ood Je" ' ish Conmunrty

Sixty Years wi th the Yishpoche, Jewish

Farni  LY Clubs

Crannies,  Grannies,  and

ci f t  (Chicago wriEers)

Adler 's
Chicago Corners:  Se arch-

Jewish Source Book
Je\,r ish Comrnuni ty

Rernembrances of  Ear ly Clr icago Zionisn
The Adler and Rosenwald FaniLies,

Bene factors of  Chicago
My Memories of  Yiddish Theacer in Chicago

Past,  PresenL, and Future:  Highl ights on
Chicago cantors

The Conservat ive Bet Din of  Chicago
The Jews in the Labor Movernent:  America

and Chicago
An Afternoon at  KAM-Isaiah Israel  Temple
The Geman-Jewish Emigrat ion of  the

Thir t ies:  1ts lmpact on Chicago

Sununaries of  many of  the Programs r tere

publ ished in issues of  the Societv NeYS, but

as longt ime members know, a program mlsseo Ls

usual1;  a unique oPPortuni ty for  educat ion

and enjoynent 1ost.  
r , . l  ,s .

1982 Thus Far
The Adventures
Jewish Mus ic in

Jubi  Iee

of a S o ld i  er-Rabb i

Chicago: A Diamondr979



In SenncH

CAN YOU

HELP US ?

CJHS SEEKS ADDITIONAL

This photograph of  four Chicago rabbis was taken pr ior  to 1920,
probably at  a sunmer resort  in or near Benton Harbor,  Michigan. We are
sure of  the ident i ty of  Rabbi  Ezr ie l  Epstein (second from r ight)  of  Beth
Hamedrosh Eagodol,  on Douglas Blvd.  and St.  Louis Ave.,  and of  Rabbi
Schach (r ight)  of  a congregat ion on Sa\. 'yer Ave. Can you ident i fy the
other f r { 'o rabbis or te l1 us more about Rabbi  Schach? (photo donated bv
Judge Samuel B, Epstein)

INFORrlATION ABOUT OLD PHOTO

A rare oId photograph of  four Chicago
rabbis of  Lhe f i rst  part  of  the century has
been donated to CJHS by Judge Samuel B.
Epstein.  He was able to ident i fy fu l ly  h is
father,  Rabbi  Ezr ie l  Epstein,  longt ime rabbi
of  Beth Hamedrosh l tagodol ,  dean of  loca1
Orlhodox rabbis and head of  Merkaz Harabonin
unt i l  h is death in 1938.

Ee also ident i f ied a Rabbi  Schach of  a
Sawyer Avenue congregat ion.  The Society is
seeking more speci f ic  informat ion on Rabbi
Schach and the congregat ion he headed as wel l
as ident i f icat ion of  the other two rabbis.
we have some reason Lo bel ieve that the
person on the lef t  in the photograph is a
Rabbi Finkelstein.

Anyone able to provide further informa-
t ion is requested to send this informat ion to
the CJHS off ice at  618 South Michigan Avenue,
Chicago 60605,

LATEST ADDITIONS
TO THE ARCHIVES

Two sets of  important local  Jewish rec-

ords were received by CJHS for placernent in

the Chicaso Jer,r ish Archives of  SPertus Co1-

1ege, These are records of  loca1 act iv ic ies

of the Arner ican Jer,r ish Congress over a 25-

year span and records of  Congregat ion B'nai

David Shaare Zedek.
Among the AJC records are correspondence,

business papers and programs of  the Nineteen

Fif t ies and Sixt ies and legal  f i les f rom the

years inrnediately fo l lowing world war I1 .

They include accounts of  much of  the social

act ion work undertaken at  that  t i rne.

Referred to elsewhere in th is issue, rec-

ords of  B'nai  Tlavid Shaare Zedek Congrega-

t ion,  the successor to Humboldt  Foulevard

Temple and Logan Square Shaare Zedek, cover

mainly the late Fi f t ies and ear ly Sixt ies '
In addi t ion to photograPhs of  demol ished

synagogue bui ld ings,  they include bvlaws,

U"f f . t i " " ,  bar mitzvah l is ts,  yahrzei t

1 ists,  names of  congregat ion of f ic ia ls,

correspondence and even paid bi11s.


