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ANNUAL MEETING

The ELzct ion od nenbznt o[  the Eoand o{ DirLectont

Tntt toduet ion od new o(( ieen.s {on 1981-82

PROGRAM

"SIXTY vEnns wrrn rHE l { tsHpoKHEi
THe Prrucus RosengeRe FeNrly SocrETy"

PRESENTED BY MICHAEL ROSENBERG

Tl'te Pincul Ro.tznbeng Fani.Lr4 Soc,Le.tt1 iA one o( the dew enduning o 5 the
oncz nwnelou Loca,L J eu.ith {aniLq c.tubd, Pincu Ro,senben4, wlm d-Led
on CluLeagot r Nodhwut Side in 1919 al. the age o{ 109, hnd. a den-tl.rbed
wiAll tht-t h,k danilq lzezp toge.then. Now, ,sirtq-tuo qea,1A ln-t en, h'i.'s
ducendantt continue to nee.t neguXni.LtJ, and lvA gtleo.t- gtLQA.t gnand,ton,
Wtchne.L, AuULQ-Ia.n-A od thz Soe,Le.tg, wi-U taXlz about luLt lt i,thpobhe,

AND
,,MIsHPoKHE: 

A STUDY oF NEt, l  YoRK cITY JEWISH FAMILY cLUBS,,
WRITTEN BY WILLIAM E, MITCHELL

REVIEWED BY MARK MANDLE

C,J.H.S. BoatrL Menben, kbnani.o.n.and ttudent. o( genealogq

AT

BeoenNRn Hnlr- - Spenrus Corlecr oF . luDArcA
618 So, lvlrcHrenru Avenue
Cn r ceco

1 p,N, -  Socrnl  Houn 2 p,u,  -  l leerrruc & Pnoe nRN



THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

In the December Societv News we wrote
about our Oral Historylf tJ6El-Jhis month
we report on another major act ivi ty - -
publ  icat ions.  The publ  icat ions projects
are new and just  beginning to unfold.  In
July, 1980 the Board voted to undertake a
program of publ icat ions:  reports of  out-
standing Society meet ings,  repr ints of
important works in Chicago Jewish history,
and pr int ing of  new research in local
Jewish history.

The Publ i  cat i  ons Cornmi t tee irmediate-
ly went to work, and the f irst product of
their efforts has been mailed to our mem-
bership and is avai lable for  purchase. I t
is  the report  of  the Society 's symposium,
The German-Jewish Emigrat ion of  the 1930's

debut for  the publ  icat ions program. We are
proud of  th is f ine f i rst  publ icat ion,  and
would l ike to share wi th you some of the
complexi t ies behind the at t ract ive and in-
formati ve monograph.

Behind the decept ively s imple appear-
ance of  th is pamphlet  l ie the co-operat ion
and effort of numerous people, each engaged
in.a di f ferent essent ia l  task.  The talks
themselves, taped by the 0ral History Com-
mit tee,  provided the raw mater ia l .  Dur ing
the summer, the tapes were transcribed, and
the speakers invited to approve the tran-
scr iDts,  The text  then underwent the f ine
tuning of  an expert  edi tor  to convert  the
spoken, informal speeches to a readable,
sui  tabl  e- for-pr i  nt  manuscr ipt .  The Pub-
l icat ions Conmit tee chose photographs to
accompany the text i  these had been taken
by the Oral  History chairperson at  the
meet ing i tsel f ,  The nanuscr ipt  next  went
through several typings and page proofs
by the printer, each proof-read and correc-
ted by the editor of the manuscript and
associates.

Final ly,  the monograph went to press.
It  took the efforts of several Society
members, working together and in sequence,
to convert the spoken words to the printed
book. l , le congratulate them on the admirable
resul ts,  and look forward to their  next
efforts.

As the year of  act iv i t ies draws near i ts
close, we look back over the t ra i l  we have
fol lowed. The year 1980-81 has been a good
one fon the Soc iety.

our bi-monthly programs covered a wide
range of  topics:  Chicago Jewish pol i t ics,
the development of  landsmanschaften, the
Metro History Fair  exhibi ts in local  Jewish
histor"y,  a retrospect ive on the Englewood
community,  and tour of  the Pinchas.Rosen-
berg Family C1 ub. We have made many fr iends
at these meet ings,  wi th record-breaking
attendance - sometimes exceeding 300 people.

The publ  icat ions and archival  prognams
that we planned at  the beginning of  the
year made important str ides. l , le issued our
f i rst  publ icat ion,  descr ibed in the above
paragraphs. Judging by the enthusiast ic
response of members and other readers the
ini t ia l  press run wi l i  soon be gonel

The Archival  Commit tee launched a
major project ,  wi th a let ter  to v i r tual  ly
every Jewish organizat ion and synagogue in
the area. l^ le informed them that we would
col lect  their  reconds and memorabi l ia for
processing and deposi t  i t  in the Chicago
Jewish Archives at  the Spertus Col lege
Li bra ry.

l ' ly term of off ice draws to a cl ose
along with the year,  I  feel  for tunate
indeeed to have been part of these excit-
ing and worthwhi le projects.  Behind each
of the accompl ishments l ie much devot ion
and hard work by a dedicated board. other
projects not discussed here have also
been in progress:  h istor ic bus tours,
exhi  b i  t  p lanning, oral  t ranscr ipt ions.
l^Jithout the efforts of act ive members,
these achievements would not have been
poss i  b' l  e.

Leadership now passes to the Society 's
new president,  Muriel  Robin and to Execut ive
Vice-Presidents Dor is I ' l insky and Sid Sorki-n.
You already know of their  ear l  ier  contr i -
butions to the Societ.v. l^Je congratulate
them and wish them wel I  as the Society
cont inues i ts programs and moves into new
projects to preserve and present our
Ch i  cago Jewish her i taqe.

ADELE HAST



For three vear terms:
Leah Axel rod
Dr.  I  rv i  ng Cut ler
l,4a rk Mandl e
Dr. Edward Mazur
E1 si  e 0r1 i  nsky

Kenneth S i  nger
Shi 11 ey Sorki n
Sidney Sorki  n
Jerry Temaner

NOTICE oF ANNUAL lvlEETING

JuNe 7, 1981

The membership of  the CHICAG0 JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY is hereby not i f ied
that the annual meeting of the members
shal l  be held on Sunday'  June 7,  1981
at 2:00 p.m. at  Bederman Hal l  of
Spertus Col  lege of  Judaica,  618 So.
l4 ichigan Avenue at  Chicago, I l  I  inois.

At said meet ingr the directors of  the
Society shal l  be elected. The nomi-
nating committee of the Board of
Directors has named the fo1 lowing persons
to be elected for the terms set forth
above thei r names :

l,lE ANNOUNCE IIITH SPECIAL PRIDE

-  Newlv PusLIsFreo -

The Report of the Symposium held at
Congregat ion Ezra-Habonim on
Novenber 18, 197 9 ent i t led:

THE GERMAN-JEWISH EMIGRATION OF
ffi
CHI CAGO

Copies of  th is monograph, the f i rst  to
be publ ished by our Publ  icat ions Commit tee,
are avai lable f rom our of f ice.  Please
send check with your order.

mpmhprs '  nr ice -  q2.  50
non-members $3. 50

**********

THE CHICAGO JEWISH SOURCE BOOK $6.95
by Rache) Baron Heimov i  cs

This comoendiun of  current informat ion
has 225 subject  categor ies,  wi th a
comprehensi  ve directory beginning with
Archives and ending with Zionism.

The author is a f reelance wri ter ,  a found-
ing board member of  the Chicago Jewish
Histor ical  Society,  a member of  the exec-
ut ive counci l  of  the American Jewish
Histor ical  Society,  and l ia ison between
the two Societ ies.

THESE BOOKS l^ l ILL BE AVAILABLE FOR

PURCHASE AT OUR JUNE 7th MEET]NG

chrcoplo lero rsh h lstont ctr I  sctcte. t  y
618 SOUTH MtCHTGAN CHtCAGO. tLLtNOIS 6060s

SOCIETY NEWS is publ ished by the
CHICAG0 JEI,JISH HIST0RICAL S0CIETY
618 So. l " l ichigan Avenue
Chi cago, I l l inois 60605
Phone: (312) 663-5634

Pres i  dent.  . . . . . .Adele Hast
Edi  tor ia l  Boa rd.  .  .  .  .  .  5 i  dney Sorki  n,
Roberta Bernstein, Marion Cutl  er,
Mark Mandl e,  Burt  Robin

Cont inuing Board Members and their
unexpired terms:

For two year terms:
Roberta Bern s tei n
Sol Brandzel
Sa11y Gol dsmi th
Sara J a co bson
Enma Kramer

For one year terms:
Charl  es B. Bernstei  n
Ruth Brandzel
Shai  na Pear l  Cohn
Judah Gra u ba rt
Adel  e Hast

Dr.  Curt i  s Mel nick
Dori s Mi ns ky
Burt Robi n
Mosel I  e Schwartz

Rachel  Heimovi  cs
Ri chard Marcus
luluri el Robi n
Norman Schwartz

The nominating conrnit tee also recommends
that the fol lowing nembers of the board
shal i  be elected as of f icers of  the
Society for terms of two years:

PRESI DENT
EXEC. V. PRESIDENTS

VICE PRESIDENTS

TiiTASURER
RECORDING SECRETARY
CORRESPONDING SEC'Y.
AJHS LIAISON &

PUBL I CITY
SPERTUS LIAISON

l"luri el Robi n
Dori s Mi ns ky
Sidney Sorki  n
Chas .  B.  Bernstei  n
Ruth B ra ndz el
Norman Schwa rtz
Mark Mandl e
Sha i  na Pearl Cohn
Burt Robi n
Rachel Heimovi cs

Richard Marcus



Dear Sirs:

Last Sunday (Feb. 8,  1981) by son took
me to your meeting (featuring Metro History
Fair  part ic ipants).  I  was especial ly im-
pressed because I  r ived in South Chicaqo
and at tended Bickur Cho' l  im for 47 vear i .  Hv
husband, Hyman lr lendel son (who r,ra s 6ne of -
ten chi ldren) made his Bar Mitzvah theret
also my two sons, Burton and Kenneth,  stood
on the same Bema as their father to make
thei n Bar l ' ' l i  tzvahs.

Because I  enjoyed the meet ing,  I  would
l ike to jo in and am enclosing rny 

-heck. 

The
Mendelsons were on Corunercial Avenue for 76
years,  f rom 1899 to 1975. For s ixty years,
f rom 1910 (when my husband entered) unt i l
i970, there was always a Mendelson at
Bowen High School .  . l , ly son Burton st i  1 1
attends the services at  Bickur Chol im on
Saturday and Sunday morn i  ngs.

Yours t ru l  y,
Ethel G. Mendel son
Chicago, I l  l  inois

P.S. The l , lendelsons owned the bui ld ing at
8909 Commercial Ave. from 1906 when i t  was
bui l t  unt i l  1972 when i t  was sold.  I ,
mysel f  l ived there for  40 years.

Dear Trea surer:

Just saw a copy of your Society l ' lews.
Your organizat ion sounds so interest ing
that I 'm enclosing a check for a contr ib-
ut ing membership.  My own Chicago roots
are pre-Chicago Fi  re.

Si  ncerely,
A1 ice Sol ovy
Skokie,  I l  I  inois

II'I OUR MILBAG

PLEASE SEND YOUR ' 'ROOTS -
JEWISH STYLE" TALE TO OUR
MAILBAG .  l . lE 'LL BE HAPPY
TO PRINT IT

Dear l4r. & l . l rs. Bernste in:

" : .
I 've enclosed a suf imary of  the famj ly

t ree.  I f  a l l  the descendants of  those l is ted
were included, i t  would stretch for  several
pages ( informat ion that I  can get i f  you
real  )y want i t .  In asking my father about
i t ,  he said that  he didn' t  mind, that  as far
as he knew there were no horse thieves in
the fami ly!)

Some of the migration patterns were pretty
interest ino,  though. A great-uncle of  mine,
Samuel Pear l  ,  once told me that his orand-
parents came here f j rst  f rom Li thuan. ia,  then
the gnandchi  l  dren, then hi  s parents.  Hi  s
sister, Rose Pearl l {eltzer, was the one who
talked her parents into coninlr  to the U.S.
They were t imber merchants who were reluctant
to lose everything to come here. However,
they did when their  daughter was able to
successful ly convince her parents that  they
could ]ose al1 they had at any moment a nylvay
due to the host i le condi t ions sumounding them.
As a teen-ager,  Great Uncle Sam with a brother
of  h is took his grandmother rowino in Lincoln
Park.  As she wore an old-fashioned lace cap,
i t  must have been an interest ing blend of  o1d
worl  d and new.

Ny qreat-grandfather, Maier Rosentha' l  ,
entered the United States by way of the Great
Lakes. After l iv ing in Chicago for a whi le
he moveo to l lew York, where he married my
great-g randmo ther, Antoinette l letzler Bosen-
thal.  They moved to f lew Jersey, where their
f i rst  chi ld was born,  then back to Chicago.

l ly. r  great- grea t-g ra ndpa rents, Isidor and
Jenny Mancus, l ived in f , l i lwaukee before the
Civi l  t lar ,  later f  iv ing in Chicago. l ' ly
great-grandfather,  Jul ius | t larcus,  f led the
Chicago f i re,  again r"eturning to Vl isconsin.
He married my great-grandmother, Emma Teweles
I t larcus,  there.  Their  sons were born in
0shkosh, l , l isconsin.  The return move to
Chicago occurred because there were no faci l -
i t ies for  Jewish educat ion for  their  sons.
Today, almost a century later,  there is a
Synagogue in 0shkosh and there are l4arcuses
(unrelated to us) there.  Rumor had i t  that
Is idor and Jenny l4arcus had been bur ied in
Ljncoln Park when i t  was a cemetery,  then
later reinterned. Jenny Jonas l4arcus had a
relat ive who was a court  physic ian to one of
the German Kai sers.

As a chi ld,  I  a lways found the tales of
my older relat ives interest inq.  .  Vlhenever I
uncover a new "old" fact  and spr ing i t  on my
younger s ib l  ings,  I 'm greeted with groans and
raised eyebrovrs.  I  guess I 've earned the
ni ckname " Fami 1y Hi stori  an ! "

Thanks for your i  nterest .

Si  ncerely,
Al  ice Sol  ovv

(Ed. note: We answered the above letter.
expressing our interest  in the wr i ter ,s
pre-Chi cago Fi re roots .  " The fol )  owi ng
I et ter  is  her reply,  )



l l |AILBA(i coNTINUED

Attent ion:  Els ie 0r l  insky,
Archi ves Cha i  roerson

Regarding the 1892 kindergarten class
picture of  Jewish Manual Training School
( in Dec.,  1980 issue of  SocieW NeWq):

It ly mother attended that school from 1891
or 1892 to 1894 or 1895. She was 9 years
old in 1981 when she arr ived in Chicaqo with
her nother. They came from Sevey (near
Suwalke),  Russ-Poland as i t  was cal led
then. l1y mother referred to the school
as "Jewish Training School  . "  She studied
Engl i  sh ,  German ,  ar i  thmet i  c and (perhaps )
American history.  Her teacher 's name was
ll i  ss Shoets . l ,1y mother'  s mai den name was
Bertha Bernstei n.

- l t '1y mother's German school papers were
on exhibi t  at  the 1893 Columbian Exposi t ion.

Jeanette Sc hec kma n
S koki  e,  I l l inois

P.S. There was a Jewish Manual Tnaining
School  a lumni associat ion.  Annual  meet ings
were advert ised in the Chicago newspapers.
The last meeting I recal 1 was 10 years ago
(approxirnately) .

(Ed. note:  This is the k ind of  response we
love to hear from our readers. I f  anyone
else has any further informat ion regarding
the J l , ' lT School ,  I  et us hear f  rom you. )

l^ lHO l^,AS FIRST?

We are seeking informat ion out of  our
past.  Who was the f inst  Jewish blacksmith,
publ ic school  or  cheder teacher in Chicago?
!. lho was the f irst pharmacist,  alderman,
dent ist ,  judge? There was a baker,  a
plumber,  a candlest ick maker,  a carpenter
and a merchant who was the f irst Jewish
one in Ch i  caqo.

If  you have any information about any
Jewjsh f i rsts in Chicago please wri te to
our Society of f ice:  618 So. Michigan Ave
Chicago, IL 60605. We'11 pr int  answers
in future issues of  our Societv News.

****A

2nd

GREATER CHICAGO

SPECIAL DAY * *  *  *

annual

JEWISH FOLK ARTS FESTIVAL

June 14, 1981

a. m. to 5 p,m.

at

Sunday,

from 11

Centenni  a l  Park -  Evanston
Church Street & Sheridan Road

(in case of  ra in:  The Alumni Gym
Loyola Universi ty -  Devon & Sher idan Rd.)

This Fest ival  wi l l  featune:
0n Stage I :
*Di  na Hal pern (Yiddish Actress)
*Debbi e Fr i  edman (Singer-composer)
*Fred Holstein (Fo lk s inqer)
*Sasha Nanus ( l l ime)
*"Ecl  ectr i  c i  ty"  (Klezmer t r jo)
*Dance Groups

0n Staqe I I :

Special  programming for Chj ldren
at 11:30, 1:30 and 3:30
Featur ing:
*The Emmes Pupoets
*Ti  ny Tov

Art  Fai  r  -  works of  local  ar t is ts
wi l l  be on display

Ethni  c Food (Kosher)

and

A Free Shutt l  e Bus from the
Davi  s Stree t  CTA Stat ion

Don' t  miss the CJHS informat ion booth

- See you at  the FESTIVAL-

SPERTUS MUSEUM STORE

OFFERS

102 orscouur
TO

C.J,H,S, MEMBERS

UPON PRESENTATION OF I4EMBERSHIP CARD



"GHosr Towt't : Txe Euelewoon Jewlstr CoMMUNITy"

At the Apr i l  open meet ing of  the C.J.H.S. on Sunday, Apr i l  12,  1981, Board member

Dr.  Curt is C. Melnick,  h is wi fe,  Jane, and their  son, Sam, presented a program ent i t led:

"GHOST TO|^jN: THE ENGLEW00D JEl,tr ISH COl"1l ' lUNITY." More than 300 persons attended this

sl ide-talk program at Temple Emanuel .

Curt is and Jane, who were both rajsed in Englewood and spent their  for"mat ive years

attendjnq publ ic and Jewjsh schools in the communjty,  presented man.y facts about the
ent i re community of  Engiewood and especial ly about the role of  the smal1 Jewish group

wjth. in i t .  The growth of  Englewood as a large commencial  center in the 1910's and
1920's and i ts appearance today were graphical ly i l lustrated by 150 sl ide photoqraphs

taken by Sam and co-ordinated with the text .
They told of  the or ig ins,  v ibrant rel iq ious 1i fe,  and demjse of  the two Jewjsh

congregat ions in Englewood, the orthodox First  Englewood Congregat ion B'nai  Israel ,
fami l ianly known as the "Aberdeen Street Shul ,"  and ConQregat ion 0irChodosh, which
cal led i tsel f  a Conservat ive Congregat ion,  a l thouoh i t  was never af f j l iated wjth the
Conservat ive movement.  Some of the history of  the Rabbjs and of f icers of  the two conqre-
gat ions was also presented,

Jane jnterspersed facts wj th del ight fu l  anecdotes concerning members of  her fami ly
who were act ive jn the communjty and at  Congregat jon Oir  Chodosh, She also spoke of
other Jewish inst i tut ions supported by the community.

Curt is t raced the or ig in of  Enqlewood as a rai l road center f rom i ts beqinning in
the 1860's to i ts r ise as an outstandinq commercial  centel in the f i rst  two decades of
the 20th century,  and i ts gradual  demise as a v iable community for  Jews in the 1940's
and ear ly 1950's.

One of  the del  iqht fu l  aspects of  the af ternoon was the presence of  many former
residents of  the Englewood Jewish Community who not only were del ighted to see and hear
incidents about their  own l jves,  but were grat i f ied at  seeing fr iends and acquaintances
whom they had not seen for many years.  At  the conclusion of  the program photognaDhs

were taken of some of the formen Englewood people who were present. Many of these
photos wi l l  apear in a futune publ icat ion of  our Society.
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FRO|Y THE SINAI TEI^{PLE BULLETIN:120rp ANNIVERSAPV ARTICLES

Apri l  7, 1981 rnarked the 120th anniversary of CHICAGo SINAI CoNGREGATIoN. In

commemorat ion of  th is mi lestone anniversary th is histor ic Chicago synaqoque is pr int-

ing short  ar t ic les of  h istor ical  interest  in i ts bul let in.  They have given us

permission to share these art ic les wi th our readers.  The f i rst  two of  these art ic les

are neproduced bel ow.

1981 - SINAI CELEBRATES ITS
l2OIh ANNIVERSARY YEAR

On April 7, 1861, Chicago Sinai Congregation was of-
ficially established as the firsl Relorm Jewish Congrega-
tion in Chicago. On June 21 , 1861 , Sinai dedicated its first
house of worship - a frame, one-story building located on
Nronroe Street between Clark and Lasalle. In 1871. this
building was destroyed by the fire that engulfed the
greater portion ot the City of Chicago.

Following the fire, the Congregation worshipped in lvar-
tin's Hall at 22nd and Indiana Avenue tor tive years. lt was
on Sunday, January 15, 1874, that Sinai held its f irst Sun-
day Service which the Rabbi, Dr. Kautrnann Kohler, in-
troduced as an additional weekday service. The Sunday
Service has continued uninterruptedly for one hundred
seven years.

Sinai built and dedicated the Temple at the corner of
21st Street and Indiana in 1876. In l\4arch. 1912. the
building at 46th Street and Grand Boulevard (now Martin
Luther King Drive) was completed and dedicated.

On March 3, 1950, Sinai's present structure and fifth
house of worship in its 120 year history was dedicated.

It is our hope that during the year '1981 which marks the
'120th Anni\€rsary of Sinai's beginning, the Bulletin will
publish short articles ol historical interest.

B€rnhlrd Fslronth.l
Rabbi - Chicdgo Slnai Congregation

1861 -  1864

Bernhard Felsenthal was born in Germany in 1822 and came to
America in 1854. As a student in Germany he was introduced to
rabbinic and talmudic l iterature, studies which remained a
passion with him throughout his life.

At the time he s€ttled in Chicago in 1858, there were only two
Jewish Congregations in the city - Kehillath Anshe lvia'arav (KAl\,4)
and Kehillath Bene' Shalom - both orthodox. He was one of the
founders of the "Jijdischer Reform\€rein". On Sunday, June 20,
1858 at 3:00 p.m., nine men, ol which Bernhard Felsenthal was
one, met in the otfice of Greenebaum Brothers (45 Clark Street)
and organized the Jewish Reform Society.

ln a pamphlet on the early history of Sinai published in 1898,
Dr. Felsenthal wrote of this first meeting -r'We are so exact in
giving time and place, for on this day and in that meeting, the first
loundation stones were laid for the Sinai Congregation. We are
perfectly justified when we say that June 20, 1858, was the real
birthday of Chicago Sinai Congregation." lt was at this meeting
that he presented his twenty-seven propositions or "theses" as he
called them, in which he stated clearly the objectives for which, in
his opinion, a retorm body should strive, and the spirit that should
mark its endeavors.

When Chicago Sinai Congregation was officially established in
1861, Dr.  Felsenthal  became i ts f i rst  Rabbi  and guided the
congregation through its lirst three years of existence. In 1864 he
declined re-election and became Rabbi of Zion Congregation in
Chicago where he continued to serve for twenty-three years.

Dr.  Felsenthal  was one of  the founders of  the Jewish
Publ icat ion Society of  America and of  the American Jewish
Historical Society. He was one of the first Relorm Rabbis to fa\ror
participation in the Zionist Congress in Basel in 1897 and was ac-
tive for many years in the Federation ol American Zionists.

During his litetime Dr. Felsenthal wrote se\€ral important books
on Jewish lore and over two hundred and fitty articles and essays.
He died in Chicago on January 12, 1908.

PUBL I SHED JANUARY 5, 1981 PUBLISHED JANUARY 19, 1981



THE SYNAGOGUE THAT l,lOULD NOT DIE
BY

IRMA ROMERO & ELSA SALAZAR

Agudath Achim-Bikur Chol im is a Jewish Orthodox synagogue located at 8927 -29
S. Houston Avenue in the southeast s ide of  Chicago. Bikur Chol i rn,  the or ig inal
congregat ion at  th is s i te,  was issued a charter by the State of  I l l inois in July,  1888,
and the City of  Chicago issued a permit  in l4ay,  1902, to construct  a synagogue at  the
present address.  The bui ld ing was f inal ly completed in 1903.

The synagogue has had var ious di f f icul t ies surviv ing.  The chief  obstacle has been
i ts decl in ing membership.  This decl  ine was due to the fact  that  the Jewish populat ion
of South Chicago has steadi ly moved away over the.years,  and when the Black populat ion
began moving into the surrounding neighborhoods, a "whi te f1 ight"  occurred among the
Jews. They moved north,  especial ly into the northern suburbs.

Despi te the loss of  the major i ty of  i ts  membership,  the remaining members of  the
congregat ion,  because of  s incere devot ion to their  synagooue, have struggled to keep i t
a l ive.  An example of  their  1ow membership is that  at  a service we at tended there were
only nine men. However,  Orthodox Judaism requires a minyan of  ten men. Consequent ly,  a
local  merchant 's son was contacted to be the tenth member.  He wi l l ingly accepted.

I t  is  jnterest ing to discover that  th is synagogue has been forgotten by many impor-
tant histor ical  Jewish books. I t  was omit ted f rom the latest  edi t ion of  the Jewish
Directory of  Chicago. The lack of  informat jon on this synagogue is puzzl ing.  Since i t
' is  the oldest bui ld ing in the c i ty of  Chicago cont inuously operat ing as a synagogue, i t
should be expected that i t  be given special  recogni t ion in major Jewish history books
of Chicago. Instead, i t  is  largely forgotten by them.

l lost  of  the residents of  the predominant ly Lat ino neighborhood do not know that
Agudath Achim-Bikur Chol  im js a Jewish synagogue. They wa1 k by i t  wi thout real  iz ing that
i t  has survived only through the fai th and perseverance of  i ts  members.

For al l  logical  reasons this synagogue should have died along with the other Jewish
inst i tut ions in the South Chicago area, but i t  d id not.  I ts members are determined to
keep i t  a1ive.  So far they have succeeded, through trouble and hardships,  but  succeeded
nevertheless.  I t  wi l l  be interest ing to see i f  the synagogue survives dur ing the next
ten years,

Agudalh Achjm-Bikur Chol  im was the f i rst  synagogue designed by the archi tect  Al f red
A1 schu1er,1 who was at  that  t ime working with Dankmar Adler and Associates.  l t { r .  Alschuler
cont inued his work wi th rel ig ious bui ld ings and thus became one of  the most renowned
designers of  synagogues and churches in the Uni ted States.  This was one of  the f i rst  publ ic
bui ld ings bui l t  wi thout any obstruct ing support  posts.  The sty le of  the bui ld ing is
Romanesque, which is descr ipt ive of  a design using arches and vaul ts.  Furthermone, the
acoust ics i  n the bui  I  d i  ng ane excel  I  ent .

Since the bui ld ing was completed in 1903, i t  has held regular services every Saturday
and Sunday. This is the longest per iod of  cont inual  re1 ig ious services in one locat ion in
any synagogue in the c i ty of  Chicago

The synagogue was remodeled in 1928. Many large 8 X 12 f t .  stained glass windows
were replaced [  91ass br ick.  The faci l i t ies in the k i tchen and social  ha] ls were updated,
Durlng the ear ly 1920's,  a steam heat ing system was instal led to replace the convent ional
pot-bel  l ied stoves that were the or ig inal  heat ing source.

By 1972 Bikur Chol  im was having f inancial  d i f f icul t ies.  The congregat ion of  Agudath
Achim, located at  7933 S. Yates,  had just  sold i ts faci l i t ies because of  the disper i ing
of i ts members into other parts of  the c i ty.  I t  purchased the Bikur Chol im synagogue tnd
joined the remaining membership of the two congregations into one. The synagogue has
cont inued in operat ion as the congregat ion of  Agudath Achim-Bikur Chol im.



ELSA SALAZAR and IRMA ROMERO authors of this
art ic le,  pose with CHARLES K. G0LDBERG,
president of  Congregat ion Agudath Achim-
Bikur Chol im of  South Chicago. The authors,
students at Bowen High School ,  wrote this
paper under the guidance of  facul ty advisor
Carlos Tortolero.  They presented i t  and a
graphic presentat ion at  the 1980 METRO HIST0RY
FAIR where they were awarded 2nd pr ize.  Elsa
and Irma and other FAIR part ic ipants spoke
and displayed their  projects at  our February
Society meeti  ng.

photograph by Mosel I  e Schwartz

The congregat ion today holds about 15 fami l ies compared to the 500 fami l  ies j t  had
dur ing i ts highest enrol lment.  The average aqe of  i ts  membership is 70. The major i ty of
the people who st i l I  at tend the services are very old due to the fact  that  the younger
members of  their  fami l ies have marr ied and moved away. t , le learned that the Jewi in- th js
community began to move northward in the ear ly 1940's f rom a source that predicted that,
" l f  the Black populat ion phould cont inue to move straight south,  the Jewish populat ion in
this area wi1l  probably t ry to move into South Shore.  I f  the Black populat ion should be
able to move across Cottage Grove, most of  the templesr synagogues and Jewi5h inst i tut ions
located only a few blocks east of  Cottage Grove would become-a-Black area., ,2

Today, the major i ty of  people who I ive around the synagogue are Cathol  ic  of  l t lexican
bir th or ancestry.  The Jewish peopie who at tend this synagogue and who.st i l I  l ive in
South Chicago are very few.

The members of  the congregat ion bel ieve that Agudath Achim-Bikur Chol im should be
preserved as a re1 ig ious landmark.  The pet i t ion for  i t  vras sent to the Ci ty Counci l  in
1978, but,  unfortunatelyn no decis ion has yet been made.

l , le strongly agree with the congregat ion that th is beaut i fu l  synagogue should become
a landmark.  Since i t  is  the oldest cont inuously operat ing synagogue in the c i t .y of
Chicago, i t  is  of  great histor ical  va1 ue. The grant of  the landmark status would provide
' i t  wiah adequate he1 p to preserve i t  as such. Becoming a landmark would give i t  the
importance i t  t ru ly deserves.

Agudath Achim-Bikur Chol im has become the pi11ar of  the surviv ing Jewish community of
South Chicago. Persons who do not I ive in the area of  the synagogue make a s incere ef for t
to cont inue to part ic ipate in the services.  I t 's  extremely important for  the members to
keep this synagogue al ive because in doing so they are contr ibut ing to the survival  of  the
Jewish community in the area. For many i t  is  a psychological  focal  point  where they can
fai  nd comfort  and solace.

In conclusion, i t  was most interest ing to discover how a Jewish synagogue'  located in
a predominant ly Cathol  ic  neiqhborhood, was able to surv. ive al l  of  the changing trends that
the community went and is going through. The fai th in i ts success and the persjstence
of i ts membens actual ly kept i t  a1ive.  l ' lhen the Black populat ion began to grow on the
southeast s ide,  i t  was expected that al l  Jewish inst i tut ions would be closed down. 0n the
contrary,  the persons who didn' t  move strove for the synagogue's cont inued l  i fe.

We sincerely admire and respect the members of  th is congregat ion for  the' i r  cont inuous
str iv ing to keep their  p lace of  worship a1ive.

1-,
-LO. nOte: A lscnu ler
(now home of K.A.l ' '1. -
which was des ignated a

later designed the famous Byzant ine sty led Isaiah Israel  Temple
lsaiah Israel  Congregat ion),  1100 E. Hyde Park Blvd. ,  Chicago,
nat ional  h istor ic landmark ]n 1977,

p.  48zTechnical  Advisory Commit tee, Survey of  the South Side Jewish Community,
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ll i  chael Reese News

by David Burns
Psychiatric care at Michael Reese
goes back to the early 1920s, a
time when psychiatry was con-
sidered something "crazy" by
much of the medical community.
Even later in the decade, when
Reese's Dr. Roy R. Grinker, Sr.
first became interested in Freud
,and psychoanalysis, he found that
one librarian kept Freud's works
locked up because of their "prun-
ent nature."

Psychiatry at Reese began with
the mental hygiene clinic at the
West Side Dispensary in 1922.
The clinic combined the skills of a
psychiatrist, a psychologist, and a
psychiatric social worker and pro-
vided psychological therapy and
guidance primarily to immigrant
families for whom assimilation
into their new culture often
created diffi culties. The aifiliation
of a mental hygiene clinic with a
general medical institution was
un common when the cl in ic
opened, but it proved successful.

An illustration of the benefits
of such combined treatment in-
volves a voung boy who suffered
from depression over the commit-
ment of his mother to a mental
hospital. He went into temper

Terry L. Werblo
Editol

Published by Michael Reese Hospital and
Medical Center, 29th Street and Ellis
Avenue, Chicago, IL. 60616, an affiliate of
the lewish Federation of Metropolitan
Chicago and the Pritzker School of Medi-
cine, University of Chicago.

Ivan R. Dee
Drector of Public Affain
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FROT'/I THE tv]ICHAEL REESE NEWS "CENTENNIAL SAMPLER"

Michael  Reese Hospi ta l  wi I I  celebrate i ts 100th ann i  versar.y

Reese News has aAs part  of  a year- longcel  ebrat  ion the Michael

"Centennial  Sampler"  which presents var ious aspects of  the history

Chicago Jewish inst i tut ion.  Repr inted below is the column from the

of November 28, 1980.

Developing menfal health care
wasn'l iust another'crazy' idea

tantrums when his father tried to
discipline him. The solution ln-
volved changing the fami ly 's
over ly sympathet ic a t t i tude,
which apparently accounted for
the reaction to his father's firm-
ness, and sending him to a nursery
school where he could interact
with other children. Physically, he
benefited from a tonsillectomy
and help from orthopedic and
nutritional clinics.

By 1928, four other Chicago
hospitals were employing psychi
atric social workers. At Michael
Reese, much of the administrative
support for psychiatric services
came from Sidney Schwarz, a
trustee of the hospital from l918
to 1945 and then president ofthe
board. In 1936, Dr. Grinker re-
turned to Reese, after an absence
of several years, from the Univer-
sity of Chicago and after under-
going analysis by Freud himself.
Under Dr. Grinker's direction, the
hospital's first inpatient psychi
atric ward was organized on the
first floor ol Meyer House. From
these origins, the Psychosomatic
and Psychiatric Institute was
established in 1951.



C,JHS 1931 SUI4IIER BUS T(,]URS

The Soct 'ety is pleased to announce four excit ing Sunday afternoon bus tours of
histor ical  Jewish si tes in Chicago for the summer of  1981. Tours are on air-condi t ioned
coaches, Departure t imes and locat ions are indicated for each tour.

#l  JUNE 21, 1981 "EARLIEST BEGINNINGS T0 THE SOUTH SIDE: 100 YEARS 0F l l0VElvlENT"
Rachel  Heimovics wi11 guide a one hundred year journey from the Loop throuqh Douqlas Park,
Grand Boulevard,  Hyde Park,  Woodlawn and South Shore.  A repeat of  a popular sold-out tour.
Pick-up 12:30 -  Honvich Center
Return 5:00 - Honvich Center

CHARGES FOR THE TOURS: CJHS Members:

Check must accompany each reservation
For further information phone:

CJHS 0ff ice 663-5634

Non-members:  adul  ts -  $9.00
chi ldren -  $4.00

Please send your check and reservat ion
It4rs, Leah Axel rod
2100 Li  nde n
Highland Pank, IL 60035

1 :00
/1 .2n

-  Cul  tural  Center.
-  Cul  tural  Center

#2 JULY 26, 1981 "CHICAGO JEI,JISH R00TS" Dr.  I rv inq Cut ler A senti  men tal tour
to t4a)o,relt street, Lawnda'lEl-HffiEoJdt-Far"[l Lodai'Tql;El-Il5anv Park and l^Jest Rogers
Park,  wi th a number of  stops at  p laces of  Jewish histor ical  s igni f icance. This tour is
also being repeated -  i t  too,  was sold-out last  season.
Pick-up 12:30 l lorwich Center only Return - 4: 30

#3 AUGUST 16, 1981 "MEET ME AT THE TERIIINAL" Dr. Edward Mazur A tour of nostalqia
throuqh the streets and pas t-The- s toiEs- oTJhE-Tl ban.v TaiR-JewiSh communitv. Reminiscences
of schools,  popular places and
Pi ck-up 1:00 -  Horvi  ch Center 12:30 -  Cul  tural  Center
Return 5:00 -  Horwich Center 4:30 -  Cul tural  Center

#4 SEPTEMBER 13, 1981 "JEl , l ISH WRITERS IN CHICAGo Dr,  Babette Inqlehart  A neur tour.
From a century of immi grantffi wFiTEii]nd-ThE-nElllSorhoods in
which they met,  l ived and worked.
Pick-up 12:30 -  Horwich Center 1:00 -  Cul tural  Center
Return 5:00 -  Horwich Center 4:30 -  Cul tural  Centen

BERNARD H0RI^IICH CENTER - 3003 l , l .  Touhy Avenue
CULTURAL CENTER - 78 E. l^ lashington ( l , lashinoton 81vd. entrance)

adu I ts
ch i I  dren

- $6 .00
- $3.00

Leah Axelrod, Tour chairperson 432-7003

CJHS Summer Tour Reservation Forrn

NA|\lE Member Chicaqo Jewish Histor ical  Soc.

ADDRESS

CITY JIAIL

PHONE

7IP

*Non-membens who jo in the Socjety at  th is
t ime, by including dues payment wi th their
tour reservat ion,  wi l l  receive the
members' rates for the tours. A dues
schedule is on the back paqe of  the
l ' lay, 1981 Soci ety News . Pl ease i  ndi cate
j f  dues payment is jncluded.

adul  ts

RESERVATI0NS: June

J u1y

Aug.

2I :  ad ul  ts
ch i  I  dren

2(,:  adu l  ts
ch i  I  dren

16: adu l  ts
chi I  dren

Sept,
chi  I  dren I  ota I  enc toseo$



SOCIETY NE|^lS

MEMBERSHI P INFORMATION

Membership in the CHICAGo JEI,JISH
HIST0RICAL S0CIETY is oDen to ai l
interested persons. l^ le invite non-
members to join us at any t ime.
Our membership year is from January
to Debernber. However, new members
joining af ter  June 1st  wi l l  receive
an extra s iX month membership,  which
wi l l  not  expire 'unt i l  December 1982.

Dues informat ion fo l lows this art ic le.
Membenship in our Society includes a
subscri  pt i  on to SOCIETY NEI^IS,
discounts at the SPERTUS MUSEUM SToRE,
' information about our bi-monthly meet-
' ings,  and the opportuni ty to share
ideas about the history and preserva-
t ion of  Chicago Jewish history wi th
many Chi cago area people.

Committees currently act ive and seek-
inq addi t ional  volunteers include:
0ra1 H istory,  Archjves,  Exhibj ts
and the Speakers '  Bureau. New
pnojects are invj ted and current ly

chtcogo yeu;rst t  h rs topr col  soctety
6t8 SOUTH MtCHtcAN CHICAGO, tLLtNOIS 60605

MAY 1981

we are anticipating a Photography Committee
as wel l  as an Audio-Visual  Commit tee. We
invi te you to phone our of f ice to volunteer,
phone: 663-5634, or to request addi t ional
information, We welcome vour membership
and your part ic ipat ion in our Society.

Membershi p Dues Categori es :

$5.00 Students & Senior Ci t izens
10.00 Contr i  but i  ng Membership
25.00 Sustai  n i  ng Membership
50.00 Patron l4embersh i  p

100.00 & up Sponsor i  ng Membershi  p
25.00 l l i  n imum contr ibut ion for

Synagogue & 0rgan izati  onal
Membersh i  p

Make check payable to:
CHICAGO JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
and mai l  to our of f ice:
618 S. M ichi  gan Ave.
Chi cago, I l l inois 60605

c..m @ht.b te @c.c b.on


